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SAMUEL SWEIT GREEN
TR
CHAPTER 1
DAWN ~ SUNRISE

Thepe 13 w0 ity 0 great or renawnied that does rat wrear
313 hbrivy as the chuef geel in ots crownt GEORGE K. HOAR

HE bbrary atmosphere surrounding these
l United States ot the birthof Samuel S. Green
was much more invigorating Jocatly than na-
nuonafly, The pleasant hittlefarmingvillageaf Worces-
ter, with ws so00-odd inhabitants fust rubbing their
eyes to the new dawn of commg mdustrialism, in the
tast year of the rexgn of Andrew Jackson was by no
means a hbrary Sahara. The Warcester “Tgceum™
which, according to authenue local history, was “pos-
«essed of x well-selected Wbrary of about s00 volumes,
beneficially and extensivelyused by the young artisans
af thes village,” was w1837, the year of Mr. Green's
tarth, 2 tusty infant, aped eight, while the American
Antquanan Society {and Ubrary), the brightest and
oldest jewel m Worcester’s ferary crown, in the
course of the same year, completed its first quatter-
century. bt was the atraction of the latter library
that in thiy ame 1837 broughe the “Learned Black~
stith,” 1hhu Burner, ta Warcester, on scrouny of
the wealth of s phlolomeal rreasures.
Mr Bureny s saud o (Mvc walked into Worcester
11






PDAWN ~ SUNRISE

his valuable Woraey of eight thousand volames, and
a fiberal fund for maintenance. .

The year 1831 also marks a plain and eatly mife
stone n Worcester's industrial {ife, as the motarist,
speeding nostheard out Grove Street today, may
note that date carved in granite on the oldest wire-
will now forming a umit of the American Steel and
Wire Company.

Nationally, on the other hand, the library atmos-
phere was thin and unsumutating. In Februaty, 1837,
the month of Mr. Green's bisth, “Old Hickory™ was
prepanng, at tast, to lay down the big stick which he
had wielded so swutly, to the dismay of conserva-
tives, dunng rwo stormy and despotic administea-
tioms. How fnendly an ear President Jacksan would
trace lent ta the modest requests of Ibrary trustees is
perhaps not tob conjectural; but certainly no presi-
dent, hefore or since, has thrust himself up to his high
posttion wich as fittle help from the printed page as
the hero of New Orleans.

Yot the first time a phoin, rugged man of the people
had tarced hus way ta the presidency teally r

N ¥ practically un.
assisted by education, formal or wformal, of any
kind. Wnting and spething he dreaded, to the end of
%u: life, vastly more than a pointed pistol, and his
gRoTane on Many matters of crdmary knowkdge
was colossal. With the mtellectuat types of Lincoln
ot Carfield he had Yietle 1 common, The contrast
with the schotarly st 4 pof the two Ad y
{s)




SAMUEL SWETT GREEN

from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief ; at any rate it was with scantyre-
sources, but a burning 2eal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaries at the “Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr. Burritt's
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, or of storing a
Greek text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith,

1t was but two years before, in 1835, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach in Ohio cut short the career
of Worcester's most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
ligent zeal as a collector and organizer raised the
rapidly growing hbrary of the American Antiquarian
Society to a national and well-deserved prominence.

Within the limits of this same Jecade, in 1835,
closed the long life of the patriot-publisher, Isaiah
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
an the eve of the battle of Lexington, and continued
his successful career here as printer and patran of
learning during more than half a century. Ic was he
who in 1812 founded the American Antiquarian
Society, bequeathing, in additon to a site and hall,

{41}
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bis vatuable fibrary of <ight thousand volumes, and
a Yiberal fund for mamntenance. .

The year 1831 also marks & plain and early mfle—
stane in Worcester's industrial tife, as the motorist,
specding northward out Grove Street today, may
note that Qate carved n granite on the oldest wire
mill now forming 2 unst of the American Steel and
Wire Company.

Natonally, on the other hand, the lbrary atmos-
phere was thi and unstmulating. In Febroary, 1837,
the month of Mr. Green's trth, *Old Hickory"” was
preparing, at fast, to hay down the big stick which he
had wielded so stoutly, to the dismay of conserva.
uves, dunng two stormy and despotic administra-
tons, How fnendly an ear President Jackson would
have lent to the modest requests of hbrary trustees is
perhaps not o conjectural; but certainly no presi-
dent, before or wince, has throst himself up to his bigh
postion with as hedde help from the printed page as
the hera ot New Otleans.

For the first ime a plam, ragged man of the people
had furced s w ay to the prewidency, practically un-
assisted by educstion, formal or mformat, of an
hind Wnning and spelhing he dreaded, to the end of
bus Ufe, vasdly mote dvan & pomted pistol, and ks
ignaranee un many matters of ordmary knowledge
was colossal, With the mntellecrual types of Lincoln
or Ciarfield he had tiele W comman., The contrast
with the scholarly smcsr;mnship of the two Adamses,

st
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from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief; at any rate it was with scanty re-
sources, but a burning zeal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaries at the “Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr. Burritt's
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, or of storing a
Greek text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith.

It was but two years before, in 1835, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach in Ohio cut short the career
of Worcester’s most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
figent zeal as a collector and organizer raised the
rapidly growing library of the American Antiquarian
Society to a national and well-deserved prominence.

Within the limits of this same decade, in 1831,
closed the long life of the patriot-publisher, Isaiah
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
on the eve of the battle of Lexington, and continued
his successful career here as printer and patron of
learning during more than half a century. It was he
who in 1812 founded the American Antiquarian
Society, bequeathing, m addition to a site and hall,
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his valaable Jibrary of eight thousand volumes, and
2 liberat fung for maintenance. .

The year 1831 also marks 2 plain and early mf!ee
stone i Worcester's industrial life, a5 the motonst,
speeding northward out Grove Street today, may
vote that date carved in granite on the oldest wire-
mill now forming a unit of the American Steel and
Wire Company.

Nationally, on the other hand, the library atmos-
phere was thin and unstimalating. In February, 1837,
the month of Mr. Green's birth, “Old Hickory ™ was
preparing, at fast, to lay down the big stick which he
had wielded <o stautly, ta the dismay of conserva.
tives, duting two stormy and despotic administra-
tions. How friendly an ear President Jackson would
tixe fent to the modest requests of hibrary trustees is
perhiaps nat too conjectural ; but certainly no presi.
dent, before or since, has throst Tamself up to his high
pasitson with as htle help from the printed page as
the hero of New Orleans,

For the first time a plaw, rugged man of the people
had forced his way to the presidency, practically un-
ls‘mcd. by education, formal or informal, of any
kind. Witing and spelling he dreaded, to the end of
hus e, <astly more than a pomnted pistol, and his

ignorance on many matters of ordina knowled
was colossal, Witk che intelle R i

ctual types of Lincoln

of Garfield he had lttle 1 common, The contrast

with the scholarly statesmanship of the twe Adamses,
tsi
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from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief ; at any rate it was with scanty re-
sources, but a burning zeal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaries at the “Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr. Burritt’s
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, or of storing a
Greek text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith.

It was but two years before, in 1835, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach i Ohio cut short the career
of YWorcester's most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
ligent zeal as a collector and organizer raised the
rapidly growing library of the Amenican Antiquarian
Society to a national and well-deserved prominence.

Within the limits of this same decade, in 1831,
closed the long life of the patriot-publisher, Isaiah
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
on the eve of the battle of Lexington, and continued
his successful career here as printer and patron of
learning during more than half a century. It was he
who in 1812 founded the American Antiquarian
Society, bequeathing, in addition to a site and hall,
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his valuable Kbrary of eight thousand volumes, and
a Hiberal fund for maintenance.

“The year 1831 also marks a plain and eatly mile-
stone n Worcester's industrial fife, as the motorist,
speeding northward ot Grove Street today, may
note that date carved mn granite on the oldest wire-
sl now farming 2 unit of the Americon Steel and
Wire Company.

Natmnally, on the other hand, the library atmos-
phere was thin and unstimutaung, In February, 1837,
the month of Mr. Green's barth, *Old Hickory” was
prepanng, at last, to lay down the big stick which he
had wielded so stoutly, to the dismay of conserva-
tes, dunng two stormy and despotic administra-
tons How friendly an ear Presdent Jackson would
have lent 1 the modest requests of hbrary trustees 1s
perhaps nov o0 wonjectural; but certanly no presi-
dent, hefre or since, has thrust himself up to his high
poutien with as hittle help from the printed page as
the hero of New Orleans

bur che first time a plain, ragged man of the people
had fureed s way 10 the presidency, practically En-
awisted by educatian, formal or mformal, of an
et Wrieing and spelhing he dreaded, to t{\c end o);
bis bfe, vastly more than a pomted pistol, and his
)gmorance on many matrers of ordmary knowledge
was cobowal Warh the intellecrual types of Li %g
or (h sarfichd hie had bitdde w commen, The cor?t:.s:
with the »d\u(arl) smcw;\;;n;mp of the two Adanses,
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from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief’; at any rate it was with scanty re-
sources, but a burning zeal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaries at the “Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr. Burritt's
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, or of storing a
Greels text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith.

1t was but two years before, in 1833, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach in Ohio cut short the carcer
of Worcester's most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
ligent zeal as a collector and organizer mised the
rapidly growing library of the American Antiquarian
Society to a national and well-deserved prominence.

Within the hmits of this same decade, mn 1831,
closed the long life of che patriot-pubhsher, Isaiah
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
on the eve of the battle of Lexingron, and contnued
his successful career here as printer and patron of
learning during more than half a century. It was he
who in 1812 founded the Amesican Annquarian
Society, bequeathing, in addition to a site and hall,
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his valuable Ybrary of eight thousand volumes, and
a hiberal fund for maintenance. .

The year 1831 also marks a plain and early mile-
ctone in Worcester's industrial bfe, as the motorist,
speeding northward out Grove Street today, may
note that date carved in granite on the oldest wire-
mill now forming a unit of the American Steel and
Wire Company.

Natonally, an the other hand, the library atmos-
phere was thin and unstimulating. In February, 1837,
the month of Mr. Green's bisth, “Old Fickory™” was
prepanng, at tase, to lay down the big stick which he
had wielded so staudy, to the dismay of conserva-
tives, durng two stormy and despotic administra
uons. How fendly an ear President Jackson would
have leat to the modest requests of hbrary trustees is
perhaps not w0 conjectural; but certainly no presi-
dent, before ot wnce, has thrust Wmself up to s high
poution with as herde help from the prnted page as
the hero of New Orleans,

¥ or the first ime a plan, rugged man of the PEDPXE
had foreed fus way to the presidency, practically un.
asasted by educaion, formal or informal, of an
kind. Wnnng and spelhing he dreaded, 10 the end of
bus life, vastly more than a pownted pistol, angd his
ignarance an many matters of ordinary knowledee
was colussal, Wich the wtellecrual types of Lincoln
or Garfield he had btde m common, The contrast
wath the schotarly statesmanship of the two Adamses,
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from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief; at any rate it was with scanty re-
sources, but a burning zeal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaies at the *“Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr, Burritt's
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, ar of storing a
Greek text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith.

It was but two years before, in 1835, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach in Ohio cut short the career
of Worcester’s most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
ligent zeal as a collector and organizer raised the
rapidly growing library of the American Antiquarian
Society to a national and well-deserved prominence.

Within the limits of this same decade, in 1837,
closed the long hfe of the patriot-publisher, Isaiah
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
on the eve of the battle of Lexington, and continued
his successful carcer here as printer and patron of
learning during more than half a century. It was he
who in 1812 founded the American Antiquarian
Society, bequeathing, in addition to a site and hall,
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his valuable tibrary of eight thousand volumes, and
a fiberal fund for mawntenance.

The yeas §831 also marks a plain and early m}Xe-
stone 1n Worcester’s industrial Ife, as the motorist,
speeding northward our Grove Street today, may
note that date carved m gramte on the aldest wire-
mill tow furming 2 unie of the Amencan Steel and
Wire Company.

Natwmally, on the other hand, the hbrary atmos.
phere was thin and unsumutating. In February, 1837,
the month uf Vi Green’s bireh, “Gld Hickory ™ was
prepanng, at last, to lay down the bg stick which he
hat wrelaud s swoutly, 1o the dismay of conserva.
tives, durmyg ten storms and despone administra-
tuens Hiw frendly an ear President Jackson would
have font 1o the modest requests of hibrary trustees is
perhiaps not oo vngectural, but certainly no press-

dent, hetore or smwe, has thrust himself up to hus bigh
poutien wath s iedde hedp from the printed page as
the bero ot Now Orrdeans
Fuor rhe st time a plaw, ragged man of the peaple
hat torcet s way o the preadency, practically un.
aseted bycauaaton, formal or nformal, of any

\mﬂ‘ Wetne and spelbing he dreaded, 1o the end of

his Bite, v sy mor than a pointed pistol, and his

e T
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from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief; at any rate it was with scanty re-
sources, but a burning zeal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaries at the “Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr. Burritt’s
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, or of storing a
Greek text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith.

It was but two years before, in 1833, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach in Ohio cut short the career
of Worcester’s most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
ligent zeal as a collector and organizer raised the
rapidly growing library of the American Antiquarian
Society to a national and well-deserved prominence.

Within the hmits of this same decade, in 1831,
closed the long Iife of the patriot-publisher, Isaiah
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
on the eve of the battle of Lexington, and continued
his successful career here as printer and patron of
learning during mare than half a century. It was he
who in 1812 founded the American Antiquarian
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his valuable tibrary of eight thousand volumes, and
2 hheral fund for maintenance, .
The year 1331 also marks a plain and early mfle«
stone 1n Worcester's industrial life, as the motorist,
speecing northward out Grove Street today, may
note that date carved m granite on the oldest wire-
mall now forming a umt of the Amencan Steel and
Wire Company
Natwnally, on the other hand, the library atmos-
phere was tin and unshimulating. In February, 1837,
the month ot Mr, Green's birth, *Old Hickory™ was
prepaning, at last, 1o kay down the big suick which he
had wicldud o stouty, o the dismay of conserva-
tves, durtmg o stormy and despotic admuntstra.
nops. How inendly an ear President Jackson would
han et s e midest reguests of library trustees 1
peehaps ant o eontecturaly but ccrmm\y 0o prest-
denty betore o wince, has thrust himself up to hus high
poaton with as brrde hebp frum the printed page as
the hera of New Ordeans,

For the irst time a plan, rugged man of the people
Rt torced B s o the prestdency, practically un-
awsted by eancation, tormat or mformal, of any
Lot Wty and spelling he dreaded, to the engd of
hes be, vasthy more than a pomnted prstoly and his

WHLTANRE o many matters of ordmury kno\\ledg:
was codowal Wadh the inteflectyal types of Lincoln
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from his native New Britain, Connecticut, with all
his earthly possessions tied up in the traditional ban-
dana handkerchief; at any rate it was with scanty re-
sources, but a burning zeal for humanity, that he
arrived here and set to work as a blacksmith, sparing
what time he could find for his beloved grammars and
dictionaries at the “Antiquarian Hall.” It is a melan-
choly tradition in Worcester, in view of Mr. Burritt’s
shining example as a savior of odd moments by his
habit of holding a Hebrew grammar in one hand and
blowing the bellows with the other, or of storing a
Greek text in his tall hat, while standing at the forge,
that with all his intellectual zeal, he remained a poor
blacksmith.

Tt was but two years before, in 1833, that the tragic
upset of a stage-coach in Ohio cut short the career
of Worcester’s most ardent and successful early li-
brarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin, whose intel-
ligent zeal as a collector and organizer raised the
rapidly growing library of the American Antiquarian
Saciety to a national and well-deserved prommence.

Within the limits of this same decade, in 1831,
closed the long life of the patriot-publisher, Isaizh
Thomas, who brought his printing-press to Worcester
on the eve of the battle of Lexington, and continued
his successful career here as printer and patron of
learning during more than half a century. It was he
who in 1812 founded the Amencan Antiquanan
Society, bequeathing, in addition to a site and hall,
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his valuable fibrary of eight thousand volumes, and
1 hiberal fund for maintenance. .

The year 1831 also marks a plain and early ml.le-
stone in Worcester's industrial life, as the motorist,
speeding northward out Grove Street today, may
note that date carved in granite on the oldest wire-
mill now forming a unit of the American Steel and
Wire Company.

Nationally, on the other hand, the library atmos-
phere was thin and unstimulating. In February, 1837,
the month of Mr. Green's birth, *Old Hickery™ was
preparing, at last, to lay down the big stick which he
had wielded so stoutly, to the dismay of conserva-
uves, dunng o stormy and despotic administra-
tions. How friendly an ear President Jackson would
have lent to the modest requests of Tibrary trustees is
perhaps nat too conjectural; but certainly no presi-
dent, before or since, has thrust himself up to his high
posttion with as little help from the printed page as
the hero of New Orleans,

l-'m_' the first time a plam, rugged man of the peaple
had forced s way to the presidency, practically an-
assisted by education, formal or informal, of any
hind. Writing and spelling he dreaded, to the end of
!;";(f;‘(‘;c‘c““‘)'m":"" than 2 P?i"“:d pistol, and his

gnarance on many matters of ordinary know!
was colossal. ‘“(h}(h: intellectual t)‘p;ys L‘?c{;‘l‘iig‘:
or Garfield he had litele m common, The contrast
with the scholarly st:ltcsr;mn]ship of the two Ad: amses,
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were glad to avail themselves of every means within their
reach for enlarging their ability to heal the sick, The young
Dr. Thomas Green strolled away a two days’ journey at
least from the house of his childhood, till he came to a shelv-
ing rock that formed a sort of cave near a spring of pure
water that bubbled out of “Strawberry Bank”—now
Leicester Hill— where, Jike the modern philosopher of
Walden Pond, he took up his abode ; nature his teacher, the
green earth his bed, the blue sky his covering, and the wild
men of the forest his only neighbors. There was something
more than romance in that. There was stern reality. The
medical philosopher became devout under the teachings of
nature; and as society gathered itself around him, the set-
tlers looked to the man Thomas for medicine for the mind
as well as for the body. He became a preacher as well as 2
doctor. He gathered a church, a Baptist church; preached
on Sundays and practised physic on week-days.

Time went on; and when the preacher-doctor had
reached nearly the middle point allotted as the [ife of man,
there was born to him a son whom he named John, prob-
ably because it was the name borne by that disciple whom
Jesus loved. The boy John was early initiated into the mys-
teries of the healing art, and as soon as he had reached his
majority, he quitted the paternal roof at “Strawbersy
Bank,” and, following down the course of Kettle Brook, he
took up his abode in Worcester, nearly four-score years an-
terior to the time when my father and I passed by the house
of his worthy descendant

(which is again almost another four-score before the

penciling of these pages).
It was as ministers to bodily, rather than spiritual
needs, howeyer, that so many members of the Green
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family, both in and out of Worcester, were to find
reputation and success Guring five generatians. Dr.
Thomas’s son, the first John Green, moved to Warces~
ter, on coming of age, and settled at the north end of
town on 2 handsome estate of five hundred acres,
known for generations as **Green Fill” and recently
acquired by the Ciry of Worcester as a public park.
Dr. John Green, second, died, m 1808, at the early
age of forry-five. He had practiced, however, for
tuenty.seven years, and during the fast mne was
practically the only physician n tawn. The Worcester
Spy reported that *To s funeral came the largest
concourse of people from chis and neighboning towns
everhnown tao becolfected here on a simifar occasion. ™
OF two brothers 1n the next generation it seems
proper to speak m thie place the oldest son, John,
the benetactar of the Waorcester Public Libeary, and
the ifth <an, James, the father of the subject of this

trograpliy
Dr. Jobn Greon, third Worcester physician of the
name, 1 direct line, graduated from Brown Univer.
31y an 3r g, and bepan the practice of mediome in
Wirster three years larer. This practice he contin-
ued steadihy for almost half a century, reiing, on
et ks e ans: Abat 1815 he ko
(i m nder v exerent s prope oy el
B prosenpuions, the a (‘hi‘mpit s:pcrvxsmn over
Bis vounget \srm‘hcr ]am‘:: :f:fﬂ’).s aoness which
e erward follgwed with



SAMUEL SWETT GREEN

were glad to avail themselves of every means within their
reach for enlarging their ability to heal the sick. The young
Dr. Thomas Green strolled away a two days’ journey at
least from the house of his childhood, till he came toashely-
ing rock that formed a sort of cave near a spring of pure
water that bubbled out of “Strawberry Bank’~—now
Leicester Hill — where, like the modern philosapher of
Walden Pond, he took up his abode ; nature his teacher, the
green earth his bed, the lkj)lue sky his covering, and the wild
men of the forest his only neighbors. There was something
more than romance in that. There was stern reality. The
medical philosopher became devout under the teachings of
nature ; and as society gathered itself around him, the set-
tlers looked to the man Thomas for medicine for the mind
as well as for the body. He became a preacher as well as a
doctor. He gathered a church, a Baptist church;; preached
on Sundays and practised physic on week-days.

Time went on; and when the preacher-doctor had
reached nearly the middle point allotted as the life of man,
there was born to him a son whom he named John, prob-
ably because it was the name borne by that disciplc whom
Jesus loved. The boy John was early nitiated into the mys-
teries of the healing art, and as soon as he had reached his
majority, he quitted the paternal roof at “Strawberry
Bank,” and, following down the course of Kettle Brook, he
took up his abode in Worcester, nearly four-score years an-
terior to the time when my father and I passed by the house
of his worthy descendant

(which is again almost another four-score hefore the

penciling of these pages). B

It was as ministers to bodily, rather than spiritual

needs, howeyer, that so many members of the Green
N
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facatly, both in and out of Worcester, were to find
reputation and success during five generations. Dr.
Thomas's son, the first John Green, moved to Worces-
ter, an coming of age, and setded at the north end of
town on a handsome estate of five hundred acres,
known for generations as *Green Hill” and recently
acquired by the City of Worcester as a public park,

Dr. John Green, second, died, in 1828, at the early
age of forry-fne, e hod practiced, however, for
twentyseven years, and during the last nine was
practically the onfy physioan w town. The /Porcester
Spy reported that “To s funeral came the largest
concourse of people from this and nesghboring towns
ever hnown to be colfected here on a simifar oceasson.

OF vao brohers i the Tt generation it seems
propes to speak m this place. the oldest son, John,
the benefactor of the Worcester Public Library, and
the fith <on, James, the father of the subject of this
brography .

Dr. John Green, third Worcester physician of the
name, w irect bine, gradusted from Brown Univer-
Sy m 182, and began the practice of medicme m
Warcester three years later. This pracuce he contin.
ued steadily for almost half o century, retiring, on
aceount of fushng healch, n 1855, About 181¢ he also
started, i addition to hus growing practice of medi
<ne,and in urder ta exercyse a proper supervision over
e

£eT brotner jw;lcs‘afz:rward followed with
¢ )
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so much success. Having early decided to devote a
liberal sum to the foundation of a free library for
his native town, he was engaged during many years
in the assembling of an excellent nucleus for a refer-
ence library, rich in literature and theology, which
exceeded eight thousand volumes at his death in 186,

Dr. Green’s chief legacy of $30,000 was remarkable
for its generosity and especially for the wise provi-
sion attached to the gift: that one-fourth of the in-
come should be added to the principal, until the fund
should equal $100,000. For nearly sixty years, there-
fore, the good people of Worcester have been enjoy-
ing that rare privilege of “eating their cake and hav-
ing it too,” the income from this fund available for
the purchase of books being now some $3500 an-
nually, while Dr. Green’s original $30,000 of 1859
exceeds $71,000.

How close the future public library was to Dr.
Green’s heart may be seen from a perusal of his will,
in which all matters of detail are wisely and carcfully
planned. With how little accuracy, on the other hand,
the philanthropist of 1859 could forecast the extent of
the library movement of the twentieth century, one
may note from a clause of the will looking to provi-
sion for the Circulation as well as the Reference De-
partment, ) .

Referring to his plans as embodied in his will, Dr.
Green states that eventually there will be “a re.
siduum of income to be applied to the circulating or

f10]
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so much success. Having early decided to devote
liberal sum to the foundation of a free library for
his native town, he was engaged during many years
in the assembling of an excellent nucleus for a refer-
ence library, rich in literature and theology, which
exceeded eight thousand volumes at his death in 1865.

Dr. Green'’s chief Jegacy of $30,000 was remarkable
for its generosity and especially for the wise provi-
sion attached to the gift: that one-fourth of the in-
come should be added to the principal, until the fund
should equal $100,000. For nearly sixty years, there-
fore, the good people of Worcester have becnt enjoy-
ing that rare privilege of “eating their cake and hav-
ing it too," the mcome from ths fund available for
the purchase of books being now some 3500 an-
nually, while Dr. Green’s original §30,000 of 1859
exceeds $71,000.

How close the future public library was to Dr.
Green’s heart may be seen from a perusal of his will,
in which all matters of detail are wisely and carefully
planned. With how little accuracy, on the other hand,
the philanthropist of 1859 could forecast the extent of
the library movement of the twentieth century, onc
may note from a clause of the will looking to provi-
sion for the Circulation as well as the Reference De-
partment.

Referring to his plans as embodied in his will, Dr.
Green states that evenmally there will be “a re-
siduum of scome to be applied to the circulating or
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lending department, which residuum will be con-
stantly increasing, and which at some fature day will
probably be sufficient to meet all the wants of the
sid circulating or lending department, and to relieve
the city altogether of the expenses of an institution
which, 1 trust, will be an ornament and a blessing to
the community for whose welfare 1t has been estab-
Tshed™

James Green, father of Samuel the hbrarian, was
but stx years old when hus facher died, and had to go
to work early for a hving, enjoying practically no
schooling after the age of twelve. Feeling heenly this
Yack of formal education, he was determined to do the
very best for hus chibdren, and saw to 1t that his three
sops all went through Harvard College and secured
the best possible professional education as well. For
many yeans Mr James Green conducted an apothe.
cary's busmess, which pracucally expanded to the
sue of 4 “general store,” at different places on Main
Streer, until s death i 18~5. The labor and sacri-
fice necessary tor the tash of providing sa d\omugh an
education for three sons, besides \mnging upa daugh.
ter, and all without any financtat ad or suppart be.
yond b own etfores and those of his devated wife,
speak volumes for the character of the man, i

Mey James Green was 2 woman of great personal
harm and il @it She survived her husband
many vears, until the openmg of the Present century,
The aaugheer of Samuel Swett of ¥ R

Boston and Ded-
[RIR]
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alsa a fresh supply of indelible (two I'sin the text and
one in the caption) ink, English and American, but
with no hint of any added patermal pride over the
birth of a second son.

Among the other advertisements noted on the
same generous folia sheet, are that of that infant
prodigy, two years old, the Boston and Worcester
Railroad, runaing two trains daily each way (fare
#2 a5 compared with §1.60in 1926); also of itsancient
sival, the stage-conch, taking passengers to Norwich
in time for the New York boat, which, D. /., might
hope to land them mn themetropolisaftera twenty-two
hours' voyage {tickets $5). Perhaps a librarian’s veca-
tion for baby Sam s vaguely foreshadowed by Dow
and Hawland’s notice,on this same front page,of their
desire to sell Dick on Cazetousness; Mammon by Rev.
J.Hams :The Young Lady's Friend; A Poor RithMan;
Tte Young Brade at Home, exc.

A shy and quict little fellow, always more devoted
to study and other mdoor pursuits than to playing
with companions i the neighbarhood, our future
hibrarian began bis formal education, at a very tender
age, n Mrs. Levi Heywood's mfant school. Following
a tradiion mentioned by Mr. Green himself in an
fumnating paper prnted i the Library Journal for
”rftmb;r. llfl;;i. we leam that, though very young ta
g0 to school, be was tremen . g
what his \"g brother hd, d"‘“l) desrous of domg

A novel pedagogicat I‘hm")' advanced and prac-

ta i
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ham, this Elizabeth Swett Green could trace her
descent through her mother, daughter of Dr. John
Sprague of Boston, to an even earlier resident of
Massachusetts Bay Colony than Thomas Green, that
is, Ralph Sprague, who came to Charlestown in 1629
from Upway, Devonshire, England.

A maternal ancestor to whom Mr. Green must have .
pointed with just pride was Rev. John Woodbridge,
one of the earliest settlers of Newbury, and brother
of Dr. Benjamin Woodbridge whose name stands
first in the Harvard Quinquennial Catalogue, in the
premier class of 1642.

The old brick house in which Mr. Green was born
on Monday, February 20, 1837, still stands on School
Street, though dcbased to commercial uses. Moden
industrialism has played havoc, residentially speak-
ing, with that quarter of the town, for wherever, as in
New England, the prevailing fair winds are westerly,
smoke from factories is regularly driven eastward,
creating in most of our manufacturing cities an east
side unsuitable for residential purposes.

Nountoward events seem to have disturbed Worces-
ter’s village tranquillity at this midwinter period.
The financial storm-cloud of 1837, induced by the
wildeat speculation of the Jacksonian epoch, was
still no bigger than a man’s hand on the western
horizon. In the local Massachusetts Spy for February
22, James Green advertises calmly six tons of cop-
peras just received, to be sold on favorable terms;

{12]



DAWN — SUNRISE

also a fresh supply of indelible (two I's in the text and
ane in the caption) ink, English and American, but
with no hunt of any added paternal pride over the
birth of 2 second son.

Among the other advertisements noted on the
same generous folio sheet, are that of that infant
prodigy, two years old, the Boston and Worcester
Railroad, running two trains daily each way (fare
$2 a3 compared with §1.60 in 1926); also of itsancient
rival, 1he stage-coach, taking passengers 1o Norwich
in time for the New York boat, which, D. i, might
hope to land them i themetropolsaftera twenty-two
hours’ voyage (tickets §5). Perhaps a Iibrarian’s voca~
tion for baby Sam is vaguely foreshadowed by Dow
and Howland's notice,on this same front page,of their
desre 1o sell Dick on Covetousness; Mammon by Rev.
J.Harns; The Young Lady's Friend ; A Poor Rich Many
The Young Bride at Home, etc.

A shy and guet hude fellow, atways more devored
to study and other indoor purswts than to playing
with companions . the neighborhood, cur future
Irbrarian began his formal education, ata very tender
age, in Mrs, Levt Heywood's infant school. Following
2 tradvuon mentioned by Mr. Green himself in an
illamimanng paper printed 1n the Library Jotrnal for
December, 1913, we learn that, though very v
€0 to schaal, he was tremmdo,usiy tg!ﬁ'xr;y }?lgg -
what fus big brother did. S ot doing

A novel pedagogical theory advanced and prac-
L3}
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ham, this Elizabeth Swett Green could trace her
descent through her mother, daughter of Dr. John
Sprague of Boston, to an even earlier resident of
Massachusetts Bay Colony than Thomas Green, that
is, Ralph Sprague, who came to Charlestown in 1629
from Upway, Devonshire, England.

A maternal ancestor to whom Mr. Green must have .
pointed with just pride was Rev. John Woodbridge,
one of the earliest settlers of Newbury, and brother
of Dr. Benjamin Woodbridge whose name stands
first in the Harvard Quinquennial Catalogue, in the
premier class of 1642,

The old brick house in which Mr. Green was born
on Monday, February 20, 1837, still stands on School
Street, though debased to commercial uses. Modern
industrialism has played havoc, residentially speak-
ing, with that quarter of the town, for wherever, as in
New England, the prevailing fair winds are westerly,
smoke from factories is regularly driven eastward,
creating in most of our manufacturing cities an east
side unsuitable for residential purposes.

Nountoward events seem to havedisturbed Worces-
ter’s village tranguillity at this midwmter period.
The financial storm-cloud of 1837, mduced by the
wildcat speculation of the Jacksonian epoch, was
still no bigger than a man’s hand on the western
horizon. In the local Massachusens Spy for February
a2, James Green advertises calmly six tons of cop-
peras just received, to be sold on favorable terms;

[12]



DAWN — SUNRISE

the Old Testament, might be ready with his fervent
answer, “Here am 17?2

From Mrs. Wood’s fostering care, young Samuel
was promated in due course to the public grammar
school, The examination which he had te pass was
aral and, being conducted by his kindly :md genial
pastor, whose face and manners were famitiar, was
souch Jess of an ordeal than might be expected.
« . s ,,

Everything went smoothly in these npper.gradm‘,
says Mr. Green. 1 dud espectally well w arithmetic,
and gained rapid promotion on that account. Pars-
ing I did not comprehend there, but 2s my mind de-
veloped, and the study of Latin was begun in the
High School,1 became fond of grammar. My standing
was always good in the fatter school, which I entered
at the age of twelve, and where 1 remained untit ¥
went to Harvard College at the age of seventeen, in
1854."

Before proceeding further with this sketch, the
reader should note a home influence of great sweet.
ness and of tughest importance throughout sixty
years of Mr. Green's hife.

Browght up by my mather mainly,
with the greatest tenderness. It must have been easyto gov-
s me,for +f } had done anything wrong, all that she had o
dawas to express her disapproval bylooking seber. 1 could
not bear being estranged g’om my mothes for more than a
xs‘:‘;‘;“:}?y and was r::x.d y 10 submit my will to hers be.

¢ necessity which I felt for betng in sympathy

Ly

1was always treated
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ticed by Mrs. Heywood provided that, when childsen
misbehave, they are nat naughty, but fatigued, and
consequently several spare beds were prepared in a
back room for the accommodation of recalcitrants.
Severe cases were undressed and put to bed, with
drawn curtains. One queries if that were not rathera
transfer than a triumph of discipline.

His next school, however, kept by Mrs. Sarah B.
Wood, was a more important educational factor, as he
remained there for several years, and also was there
first introduced to libraries of a public character.
Not only the Worcester Lyceum’s books, previously
mentioned, but also the Bangs Library (belongmg to
Mr. Green's Unitarian panish) were shelved in Mrs.
Wood's schoolroom. “Saturday afterncons the fumi-
ture of the schoolroom was rearranged, and Mrs.
Wood stood behind a barner, in immaculately clean
and tastefully tnmmed cap, and a spare gown, and
dispensed and charged books.”

Creatures of environment we must all become to
some extent, and who can say that the youthful
Saruel, even at that tender age, confronted by a
library and school together in the same room, may
not have absorbed some adumbration of an sdea of
potential cooperation between those wo basic educa-
tional agencies # Was he not perhaps drawing a dual
inspiration from his emvironment so that, when the
clarion of "6 should summon him to battle for the
cause of free librarics, he too, hke his prototype of

{1}
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the Old Testament, might be ready with his fervent
answer, “Here am 172

From Mrs. Wood's fostering care, young Samuel
was promoted 1 due course © the public grammar
school. The examination which he had to pass was
oral and, being conducted by his kindly and genial
pastor, whose face and manners were familiar, was
much less of an ordet than might be expected.
“Everything went smoothly in these upper grades,”
says Mr. Green. “1 did especially well in asithmetic,
and gained rapid promotion on that account, Pars-
ing 1 did not comprehend there, but as my mind de-
veloped, and the study of Latin was begun in the
High School, ¥ became fond of grammar. My standing
was always good in the latrer school, which 1 entered
at the age of twelve, and where I remained until 1
went to Harvard College at the age of seventeen, in
18547

Before proceeding further with this sketch, the
reader should note 2 home wfluence of great sweet.
ness and of fughest wmportance throughout sixty
years of Mr. Green’s hife,
Bm:%;ﬂ up by my gxothu r‘n:\mly,
‘with the greatest tenderness, frm:
em ms,fg s { bad done mym\ngﬂnzmmﬁﬁ Z;
do was to express her dxsaggmvﬂ bylook

1 was always treated

sober, T conld

?:‘: l:nc:“kmg &Z(nng:d ™ my mother for more than a
tes, and was ready i g

for mimies, ready o submit my will to hers be-

vecessiny whneh ¥ felt for being in sympathy
ISTR
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ticed by Mrs. Heywood provided that, when children
misbehave, they are not naughty, but fatigued, and
consequently several spare beds were prepared in a
back room for the accommodation of recalcitrants.
Severe cases were undressed and put to bed, with
drawn curtains. One queries if that were not rathera
transfer than a triumph of discipline.

His next school, however, kept by Mrs, Sarah B.
Wood, was a more important educational factor, as he
remained there for several years, and also was there
first introduced to libraries of a public character.
Not only the Worcester Lyceum’s books, previously
mentianed, but also the Bangs Library (belonging to
Mr. Green's Unitarian parish) were shelved in Mrs.
Wood's schoolroom. “Saturday afternoons the furni-
ture of the schoolroom was rearranged, and Mrs.
Woad stoad behind a barricr, in immaculately clean
and tastefully trimmed cap, and a sparc gown, and
dispensed and charged books.”

Creatures of environment we must all become to
some extent, and who can say that the youthful
Samuel, even at that tender age, confronted by a
library and school together in the same room, may
not have absorbed some adumbration of an idea of
potential cooperation between those two basic educa-
tional agencies ? Was he not perhaps drawing a dual
inspiration from his environment so that, when the
clarion of 76 should summon him to battle for the
cause of free libraries, he tao, Itke his prototype of

{14



DAWN — SUNRISE

Yimself. He admits that the amount of outdoar life
and exercise that he received were whotly insufficient,
and that, during Ws college course and for several
years aftes groduation, fe was much of an 1r3vnhd.

Probably as an extract from his personal diasy, Mr.
Green caused to be printed, under the caption “My
First Play”™ a vital bit of focal history of 1847

1 recoflect distinciy that while walking along Main Street
one day soon after Lwas ten years old, my attention was
fiveted by a show-bill fastened to the front of the Central
Hatel, which stood on the site of the present Bay State
House. The placard was very large, much lasger than we
werein the habit of seeing in Worcester at that time; the
print was of unusual size, too. 1 semember well the amaze-
faentwith which [ read the announcement that several ex-
cellent plays including Te Huncbback would be staged
at the “Nationat Athenacum” (parquettee, goc. ; settees,
25¢); Brinkey Hall was to be the ‘a‘ligmona\ Athepaenm™
far a fow weeks.

My untle, the fate Dr. John Green, founder of the Free
Public Library, was very fond of theatrical performances,
and one of thewr leading and constant patrons 1n Worees-
tex. Consider my delight when he invited me to accompany
hirn ta see the play of Douglas. My imagimation had been
stirred by the sight of the preat show-bill, and my mind was
full of pleasant ansiciparions. Going with Dr. Green to
En;\\ty Hal, we were conduered to the front portion of the
oi_\; ;: ;ﬁ; ;nrg\vc rg:rqu{ct}:e? st before the stage and
ﬂ\_cﬁ\nainx bty of e hsa {‘7. aircloth sofas. Setees flled

© play of Douglas made a profound impression
me. The stage was small; the scpcnuy undmﬁ:(&sﬂy i:i::—
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with her. I do not think that she ever dreamed of striking
me or of asking my father to do so. This intimacy and mu-
tua} affection lasted through life. I gave up marriage, and
when she was left alone, took care of her until she died, in
her ninety-fourth year, Her last words, and I think I have
never spoken of this before, were *Sam, I love you dearly.”

Could filial duty expect any higher reward ? Another
strong cthical motive was self-respect and a desire to
appear well in the sight of those whom he loved.

For all this sweet mutual relation between mother
and son, Mr. Green himself believed that his mother’s
methad of permitting him to stay indoors with her
rather than to be playing in the neighborhood, as 2
normal little boy should, was hardly wise, in the long
run. At any rate, he grew up a delicate child and re-
mained subject to frequent attacks by various ill-
nesses till long past early manhood. In fact, he be-
longed to that rather unusual type whose health
steadily improved as he grew older; he says himself
that he had his last illness in 1870 (at the age of
thirty-three), and although that statement can no
longer be true, 1t was made as late as 1913. Certainly
the Worcester library’s memory, which now dates
back thirty-four years, recalls no instance of his ever
missing an hour from the library on account of ill
health.

As a proof of too much “domesticity,” Mr. Green
preserved till the close of his life certain picces of
worsted embroidery made by his older brother and

{16}
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Vimself, He admits that the amoont of outdoor life
and exercise that he received were whotly insufficlent,
and that, during his college course and for several
years after greaduation, he was smuch of an invalid,

Probably as an extract from his personal diary, Mr.
Green cavsed 1o be printed, under the caption “My
First Play” 2 vital bit of local history of 1847

1 recollect disunctly that while walking along Main Strect
one day soon afies § was ten years old, my attennion was
riveted by a show.bill fastened to the front of the Central
Hotel, which stood on the site of the present Bay State
House. The placard was very large, much larger than we
werein the habit of seeing in Worcester at that time; the
print was of unusuad size, too. T remerber well the amaze-
raent with which | read the announcement that several ex-
cellent plays wcluding The Huncbback would be staged
at the “National Athenaeum™ (parquettee, §oc. ; settees,
35¢.}3 Brintey Hall was to be the *National Athenacum™
for a few weeks.

My uncle, the late Dr. Jahn Green, founder of the Free
Public Library, was very fond of theatneal performantes,
and one of they leading and constant patrons in Worces-

ter, Conmder my deligh invi
Hom e ¥ delight when he invited me to accompany

r play of Douglas. My imagination had been
sin)r;red{ by the sight of the great shcw-b\\!%:x‘\& my mindwas
{; ? .pfeasant anticipations, Going with Dr. Green to
h::;? ey Hall, we were conducted to the front portion of the
el {:xidsc:;s ;n[ ::c pmqti’cttc, ust before the stage and
thgr;‘na'mx Ay thn:«;]sa 101. harcloth sofas, Settees filled
e play of Douglas made 2 profound
tmpression
me. The stage was small; the scenery undm?br:adll‘;' i:gi’:
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quate. These things did not trouble me, however, for 1
knew nothing about the grand effects which can be pro
duced on a large stage, well provided with scenic and othet
appointments. Everything was fine in my eyes. [ haveno
doubt that the acting was good. . . . The names of the
actors [W. H. Smith, E. F. Keach, Miss Gann} also show
that the company was a strong one,

I shall always remember the delightful sensations and
thoughts which I had when young Norval first came upon
the stage, and, to give information regarding himself, re-
cited the hnes beginning :

MMy name 15 Norval, on the Grampian bills
My fatber feeds bis flocks”

There was a strong prejudice against theatrical pers
formances in Worcester at the time when the company of
which I have been writing came here. Perhaps my con-
science was tenderer at that time than st is now ; certainitis
that 1t was less enlightened. At any rate, although I had
been brought up i a fanuly of hiberal theological views, I
remember that then or soon after I had serons doubts as to
whether I ought to go to the theater. A very large propot-
tion of the better class of Worcester people frowned upon
pubhe theatrical entertiinments in 1847.

From all of which the reader may infer that Unita-
rian thought in Worcester eighty years ago was as
liberal and progressive as it 1s today.









CHAPTER 11
MORNING

URING his college years Ms. Green's indoor
habits of life certainty marred, but did not
really jeopardize, his career. After b.emg at

Cambridge for about a month he leamed, to his great
surprise, that he was rated at the head of his class.
As he was suffering, however, from inflamed eyes at
that time, he bebieved it would be an unwarrantable
strain to try to mamntain any such record, and there-
fore withdrew entirely for a few weeks’ rest, and
never tried t regam his former primacy. In spite of
bad general health and worse eyesight, he finished
his course pleasantly and profitably, keeping much to
himself, and formung few friendships.

Among s Harvard classmates of 1858 were Wins-
low Warren, Henry P. Walcott, George A, Went-
worth, Senator Pasco of Flonda, and the famously
“educated” Henry Adams. His two Worcester class-
mates from the local hugh school were Eugene F.
Bliss, later a resudent of Cincinnan, and Thomas
Jeflerson Spurr, mortally wounded at Antietam, Two
others whase careers were defintely associated with
Worcester, after college days, were George E. Frandis,
practicing physician for many years, and Joseph A.
Shaw, for nearly forty years headmaster at Highland
Milstary Academy. John L. Gardner,

whose widow's
art collections have brought to Boston so much fame,

fig)
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was also 2 member of this class. In 1870 Mr. Green's
Alma Mater conferred on him the degreeof M.A,, and
seven years later the Harvard chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa elected him an henorary member,

To windup now the valetudinary phase : Mr. Green
described himself as “languid for two or three years
after graduation.” Failing to recover his health or to
get definitely interested in anything, he undertock 8
long sailing voyage to Smyma, in the summer of
1859, in the barque “Racehorse.” Thence he con-
tinued by steamer to Constantinople and back to the
former port in time to sail for home again in the same
vessel. But the work of healing was not yet done. In
the autumn of 1860 he entered the Harvard Divinity
School, whither his natural love of religious, philoso-
phical and historical seudy almost instmetively
beckoned him. Within 2 month or so, however, his
dactor sent him home, bidding him get a horse and
side around among the White Mountains. Although
no record has been found of the purchase of the
horse, the student’s health improved so that he was
able to enter the next class and graduate, without
serious loss of time, in 1863,

In the school 1 found much benefit from the knowledge 1
gained of the pnnciples of exegesis, and from the wasle 1
had with the great question of religious philosophy. My
studies quicted my nund which had been troubled for years
by inability to find solutions of great questions, and con.
tributed powerfully to the restoration to excelient health

{2}
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afterward attained, and gave me a.sid:—study, W}}k}’ has
2dded, during al} my hfe, to the enjoyment of active pur-
suits When § left the Divinity School, I saw at once that
my theology was unsalable, although today it would bere.
garded with quite general favor.

During, the next five or six years, poor health pur-
sued him more or less, but after that he enjoyed forty-
five yeats of remarkable immuntty from physical ail-
ments.

Mr. Green’s good health in middle and later years
he justly attributed to the proper observance of the
$aws of health. Abstemious mn diet to a fault, he car-
nied hus health program so far as, when invited out to
dinner, regularly to eat first his own simple supper
at hame, merely playing with tus hostess’s food, and
taking no chances with fobster and cherries at the
same meal.

Both s frugality and hus constitutional tendencies
conspired 1o keep hum shight, spry and wiry through-
out fus fong hife. At the penod of which we are now
speaking, he was much chagrined at being rejected
for milicary service, both from poor health and under.
stze, his heght bewg five feet, two inches. Though
never athletie, he always watked, four times dady,

t}}c shore distance, perhaps a quarter mile, between
his home and the fibrary.

Traveling, both at home and ab
favorite relaxation,

Europe, 1n 1877,

road, was always a

and from his several voyages to

1502, 1993, 1904 and 1626, he de-
11y
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sfterward attained, and gave me & side-study, which has
1dded, during all my life, to the enjoyment of active pur-
suits, When ] Jefr the Divinity School, Lsaw at once that
my theology was unsalable, although today it would be re-
parded with quite general favor.

During the next five o six years, poor health pur-
suied Bim more of less, but after that heenjoyed {nrt_y-
$ive years of semarkable immunity from physical ail
ments,

Mr. Green's good health 1w middle and later years
he justly attributed to the proper observance of the
fans of health. Abstemus wn diet to 2 fault, he car-
ried his health program so far as, when invited out to
dinner, regularly to eat first his own simple supper
at home, merely playing with his hostess's food, and
taking no chances with lobster and cherries at the
same meal,

Both hs frugality and his consumrional tendencies
conspired to keep him shghr, spry and wiry through.
aut h§ long hfe. At the period of which we are now
Spenk.u.wg, he was much chagrined at being rejected
for ““"fm’)' service, both from poor health and under-
stee, his height being five feer, two inches, Though
never athledc, he alwa

vs walked, f
the short distance ¥ our times dady,

, perhal 3 N
his home and the hgemry?s * quaster nile, betwesn

; 'f'ms‘ding, bofh at home and abroad, was alwaysa
gmmc velaxation, and from his several Voyages to
urepe, 1 1877, 1907, 1903, 1904 and 1996, he de-
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was also a member of this class. In 1870 Mr. Green’s
Alma Mater conferred on him the degreeof M.A.,and
seven years later the Harvard chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa elected him an honorary member.

To wind up now the valetudinary phase : Mr. Green
described himself as “languid for two or three years
after graduation.” Failing to recover his health or o
get definitely interested in anything, he undertook a
long sailing voyage to Smyrna, in the summer of
1859, in the barque “Racehorse.” Thence he con-
tinued by steamer to Constantinople and back to the
former port in time to sail for home again in the same
vessel. But the work of healing was not yet done, In
the autumn of 1860 he entered the Harvard Divinity
Schoal, whither his natural love of religious, philoso-
phical and historical study almost instinctively
beckoned him. Within a month or so, however, his
doctor sent him home, bidding him get a horse and
ride around among the White Mountamns. Although
no record has been found of the purchase of the
horse, the student’s health improved so that he was
able to enter the next class and graduate, without
serious loss of time, in 1864,

In the schoo! } found much benefit from the knowledge 1
gained of the principles of excgesis, and from the tussle

had with the great question of religious philosophy. My
studies quieted my mind which had been troubled for years
by mability to find solutians of great questons, and con-
tributed pawerfully to the restoration to excellent health

{2}
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afterward attzined, and gave me a side-study, which has
added, during alf my life, to the enjoyment of active pur-
suits, When 1 Jeft the Divinity School, 1 saw at once that
‘my theology was unsaiable, although today it wauld be re-
garded with quite general favor.

During the next five or six years, poot .h‘f"'kh pur-
sued Win more e tess, but after that he enjoyed forty-
five years of remarkable immunity from physical atl-
ments,

Mr. Green's good health s middle and later years
he justly attributed to the proper observance of the
faws of health, Abstermous m diet to 2 fault, he car.
tied his health program so far s, when invited out to
dinner, regularly to eat first lus own simple supper
at hote, merely playing with tus hostess’s food, and
taking no chances with lobster and cherries at the
same meal.

Both hus frugahty and his constitutional tendencies
conspured to keep him shight, spry and wiry through-
out fus fong hite. Ax the penod of which we are now
speahang, he was much chagrined at bc'mg rejected
for mekixary sesvice, both from poor health and under.
size, hus hesght being five feet, two mches. Though
fiever athlene, he always watked, four umes daily,
the shart distance, perhaps & quarter mile, between
his home and the fibrary,

Travelmg, both at home and abroa
favonte refaxation, and from his
Eurape, i 1377, 1901,

d, was always a
several voyages to
1903s 1904 and 1906, he de-
{2}
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coundl, of Dr. Green's gift of 7500 volumes 25 the
mucteus of the reference library, and of the offer of
the “Worcester Lyceum and Library Association” ta
present their 4350 books tostart & cireulation depart-
ment. This tatter society, in turn, represented an in-
tellectual partnership of the older “Lyceum,” al.
ready teferred 1o as founded in 1829, and the “Young
Men's Library Associanon,” organued in 1853, and
fused with the older society four years later.
Regarding this fortunate cansclidation, the kernel
of the future public ibrary, the officers of the “Ly-
teum and Library Association” in their last annual
repart, for 1860, speak in truly prophetic language:
Although some of vur citizens feel that the Public Library
is almost an uncalfed-for tax upon the community, yet we
see by the opering of 1t, that 1w was really waited for, and
that there were hundreds who stood ready at the first o)
porrumty to show practically how much it was desired. The
hundreds who appreciate it will soon become thousands,
and the day ts not far distant when all our New Enghnci

aties and many large towns will consider the Pubhic Lin
brary as the next necessity to the Pubbe School,

n addition to its own resources, the new-bom pub-
\\cv hibrary enjoyed, as a neighbor, the Tibrary of the
Worcester District Medical Soctety, of some 2100
books, shelved wn an adjoinng room. Such ;x)d
neghbars have they proved that mever since have
they parted company. Waorcester's library resourc

therefore, n 1860, would exceed 13000 vo\nm:’

At
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his life work must have been tentative and gradual,
since, when the president of the board, about 1570,
suggested that he stand as a candidate for the post of
librarian, he was taken completely by surprise, never-
theless he certainly took up his duties as director with
keen relish and enthusiasm and with doubtless a cer-
tain feeling of family resentment thar his uncle's
splendid library was suffering neglect and disuse.

As librarian Mr. Green suceeeded Rev. Zephanah
Baker, a Universalist mimster, born in Dudley
1813, and for several years a preacher, till he lost his
voice about 1848 and became the Worcester hbrary’s
first executive in February, 1ito. As an avocation he
enjoyed fine horses, and showed his versauhey by
writing and publishing a useful Cottage Builder's
Manual tn 1856, and by compiling the history of his
native town of Dadley for Marvin’s I orcester County
History of 1879, According to modern standards, ent-
icism might mdeed attach 1o Mr. Baker for making
no determuned efforts to get the people ot Worcester
to use the new “Green Labrary 7, sull, the reader
should remember that i 1360 the stars of Master
Enoch Sneed and Jared Bean were m the ascemdant
in the hbrary sky, rather than these of such tar-seemg
prophets as Melul Dewey amd 5.8 Green

Like most stable institutions, the Worcester Pablic
Library spells growth and practical des el pment,
rather than arbirary creaton. It was tounded,
1859, by the acceptance, on the part of the ary

Pl
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councl, of Dr. Green's gift of 7500 volumes as the
muclens of the reference library, and of th; ?ffei of
the “WWorcester Lyceum and Library Association™ to
present their 4350 boaks to start a circulation depa.rt-
ment. This latter sotiety, in tum, represented an in-
tellectual partnership of the older “Lyceum,” al.
ready refesred to a5 founded in 182, and the “Young
Men's Library Association,” erganized in 1852, and
fused with the older socety four years later.
Regarding this fortunate consolidation, the kernel
of the future public kbrary, the officers of the “Ly-
coum and Library Associanon” i their tast anoual
report, for 1860, speak 1 troly prophetic language:s
Although some of our cinizens feed that the Pubhe Library
15 almost an uncalled-for tax upon the community, yer we
sec by the opening of 1t, that 1t was really wsited for, and
that there were hundreds wha stood ready at the first op-
ﬁon\m\\y toshow practieatly how much it was desired, The
undreds who appreciate it will soon become thousands,
and the day 1s not far distant when all our New England
anes and many large towns will consider the Public Li.
brary as the next necessity to the Public School.

In addition to its own resources, the new-bom pub-
hie bbrary enjoyed, as 3 neightwr, the Iibrary of the
Worcester District Medical Soclety, of some 2400
boaks, shelved 1 an adjoining room, Such good
nughbors have they proved that never since have
they parted company, Warcesters Hbrary resources,
therelore, in 1860, would exceed 13,000 volumcsz
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Among many others, less prominent, the names of
Edward Everctt Hale, Thomas W. Higginson and
George F. Hoar may be noted as officers of the
“Young Men’s Library Association.”

On June 18, 1861, the library, which had been
open on Foster Street for about a year after its found.
ing, was closed for stock-taking, cataloging, and re-
moval to the new quarters at 18 Elm Street. Owing
to delay in furnishing equipment, the Green Library
remained closed until early in the following year. This
building is still in use for the Circulation, Children's
andMedical Departments, housing over 100,000 books
in damp basements and hat attics wholly unfitted for
the storage of literary property. So substantially was
this old brick structure erected that contractors today
are quite unwilling to estimate the cost of any struc-
tural changes in its walls.

The year 1865 is memorable in the library's an-
nals for the foundation of the reading-rooms. A fund
of over $10,000 for their endowment was raised,
largely through the enthusiasm of the late Senator
Hoar, with Stephen Salisbury, semior, heading the
subscription list with a check for $4000. This papular
fund unfortunately has suffered some losses by invest-
ment, upward of twenty years ago, as 1ts total prin
cipal in 1901 was reported at £11,730, and in 1992,
$g180, where it has ever since remamed.

This is the story of a pioncer who had to blaze his
own trails and then lead bis public along them, if he

[36])
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could. The first trail that Mr. Green undertook to es-
tablish led from the local machine shops to the Green
or Reference Library. This comprised an uldia?h-
foned gentleman’s library, with such encyclopedias
and other reference aids as the times could supply.

Listen while Mr. Green tells how he started the trail-
blazing:

Tt was thought thar the reason why people did not use the
fibrary was that they needed assistance 1n using it, A new
librarian was appointed, and allowed to render such aid as
was desied by frequenters of the library. Then all persons
in the city who had questions to ask, to which they might
hope to find answers 1n books, were cordrally invited to
come to the hbrary and propound them.

Tt was made a rule that everybody should be received
s 1th courtesy, and made to fee) that he 1s an owner of the
lbrary, and that s officers are hound to give a reasonable
amount of time to finding answers to s questions. . . . It
has been a cardinal prinerple that the officers should mani-
fest @ persistent determination not to allow the inguirer to

Ieave the butlding without gettng — if a possible thing to
find 1t ~ an answer to his question.

In 1926 the foregoing looks Iike precepts for the infant
class, but m 1871 1t was pretey radical doctrine,
After five years of quier work in Worcester, spent
largely in developing a chentdle for the new Green
Library, che hibranan was ready, at the Centennial
Conference of 1876, to deliver his first professional
pronouncement: 2 paper on *“Personal Relations be.
tneen Librarians and Readers.” This Philadelphia

{ A 1
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Among many others, less prominent, the names of
Edward Everett Hale, Thomas W. Higginson and
George F. Hoar may be noted as officers of the
“Young Men’s Library Association.”

On June 18, 1861, the hibrary, which had been
open on Foster Street for about a year after its found-
ing, was closed for stock-taking, cataloging, and re-
moval to the new quarters at 1S Elm Street. Owing
to delay in furnishing equipment, the Green Library
remained closed until early in the following year. This
building is stll in use for the Circulation, Children's
and Medical Departments, housing over 1oe,000 bools
in damp basements and hot arnes wholly unfitted for
the storage of hterary property. So substantially was
this old brick structure erected that contractors taday
are quite unwilling to estimate the cost of any struc-
tural changes mn 1ts walls.

The year 1863 1s memorable in the hbrary's an-
nals for the fourdanon of the readmng-rooms. A fund
of over f1e,000 for thesr endowment was rasad,
largely through the enthustasm af the late Senator
Hoar, with Stephen Sabisbury, semor, heading the
subscripzion list with 2 check for £3000. This popalar
fund unfortunately has suffered some losses by mvest-
ment, upward of twenty years ago, as its toral pnn-
cipal in 1951 was reported at $11,732, and 1 1923,
$9180, where it has ever since remamned.

This is the story of a proncer who had to blaze his
own trails and then lead his public along them, if he

f5)
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could. The fisst trail that Mr. Green undestook to es-
cablish led fram the local machine shops to the Green
ar Reference Library. This comprised an old-fash-
joned gentleman’s fibrary, with such encyclapedias
and other reference aids as the times could supply.

Listen while Mr, Green tells how he started the trail-
blazing

Tt was thought that the reason why people dil not use the
Ybrary was that they needed assistance 1 using it. & new
libranan was appomted, and afiowed to render such aid as
was desired by frequenters of the library. Then all persons
in the oity who had questions to ask, to which they might
hope to find answers in books, were cordially nvited to
come to the hbrary and propound them.

1t was made a rule that everybody should be received
with courtesy, and made to feel that he is an owner of the
hibrary, and ‘that its officers are bound to give a reasonable
amount of time to findng answers 1o his questions. ., , It
has been a cardinal principle that the officers should mani-
fest a persistent determunation not to allow the mgirer 1o

leave the buslding without getting — if a possible thing ta
find 1t — an answer to his question.

In 1926 the foregomg fooks fike precepts for the infant
chass, but in 1875 1t was pretty radical doctrine.
After five years of quiet work 1 Warcester, spent
largely m developing 2 clientdle for the new Green
l:d\mr), the libraran was ready, at the Centennial
Cunterence of 1576, to deliver hig first professional
pronuuncement: a paper an * Personal Relations be
toeen Labranans and Readers” This Philadelphi;
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Among many others, less prominent, the names of
Edward Everett Hale, Thomas W. Higginson and
George F. Hoar may be noted as officers of the
“Young Men’s Library Association.”

On June 18, 1861, the library, which had been
open on Foster Street for about a year after its found-
ing, was closed for stock-taking, cataloging, and re-
moval to the new quarters at 18 Elm Street. Owing
to delay in furnishing equipment, the Green Library
remained closed until early n the following year. This
building is still in use for the Circulation, Children’s
and Medical Departments, housing over 100,000 books
in damp basements and hot attics wholly unfitted for
the storage of literary property. So substantially was
this old brick structure erected that contractors today
are quite unwilling to estimate the cost of any struc-
tural changes in its walls.

The year 1865 is memorable in the library’s an-
nals for the foundation of the reading-rooms. A fund
of over $1o,000 for their endowment was raised,
largely through the enthusiasm of the late Senator
Hoar, with Stephen Salisbury, senior, heading the
subseription list with a check for f4000. This popular
fund unfortunately has suffered some losses by invest-
ment, upward of twenty years ago, as its total prin-
cipal in 1901 was reported at $11,730, and in 1902,
$o180, where it has ever since remamned.

This is the story of a pioneer who had to blaze his
own trails and then Jead his public along them, if he

[26]
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could. The first trail that Mr. Green undertook to es-
tablish led from the Jocal machine shops to the Green
ar Reference Library. This comprised an old~fa§h-
toned gentleman’s hbrary, with such encyclopedias
and other reference axds as the tmes could supply.
Listen while Mr. Green tells how he started the traif-
blazing*

1t was thoulit that the reason why people did not use the
hbrary was that they needed assistance in using it. A new
Yhrarian was apporited, and allowed to sender such 2id as
was desired by frequenters of the ibrary, Then all persons
n the airs who had questions to ash, to which they might
Pope 1o find answers tn books, were cordally inwited to
come to the hbrary and propound them

frwas made o rule thar everybody should be received
with wurteny , amd made to feed that he 16 an owner of the
brary  and that 1ts officers are hound to give 2 reasonable
ameunt of nme to hnding answers to b Questions. . . . It
has teen & cardinal prinaiple that the officers should many
test 1 pervistunt dusenmination not co allow the inquurer to

Yave the bk ing wathout getting — 1f 2 possible thing 1o
At an answer o his question,

I 1426 the taregomng looks ke precepts for the infant
clase, bt sn N1 was prety radical doctrne,
\H‘u five vears of quiet work Worcester, spent
Largely m sevedoping a chentele for the new Gre
Tibeary, the tibranan way ready, at the Centen e’;
Comturane of 136, 16 deler s firss pmf&ssit;ml
PR BOURCmnt a2 paper yn “Persunal Relati gi_
e hibranans and Readers.” Thys Phllag:!s

Lo pha
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Among many others, less prominent, the names of
Edward Everetr Hale, Thomas W. Higginson and
George F. Hoar may be noted as officers of the
“Young Men's Library Association.”

On June 18, 1861, the library, which had been
open on Foster Street for about 2 year after its found-
ing, was closed for stock-taking, cataloging, and re-
moval to the new quarters a¢ 18 Elm Street. Owing
to delay mn furnishing equipment, the Green Library
remained closed until early in the following year, This
building is still m use for the Circulation, Children’s
andMedical Departments, housing over 100,000 books
in damp basements and hot attics wholly unfitted for
the storage of literary property. So substantially was
this old brick structure erected that contractors taday
are quite unwilling to estimate the cost of any struc-
tural changes in its walls.

The year 1865 is memorable in the library’s an-
nals for the foundation of the reading-rooms. A fund
of over $10,000 for their endowment was raised,
largely through the enthusiasm of the late Senator
Hoar, with Stephen Salisbury, senior, heading the
subscription kst with a check for $4000. This popular
fund unfortunately has suffered some losses by invest-
ment, upward of twenty years ago, as its total prin-
cipal in 1901 was reported at $11,730, and in 1902,
$9180, where it has ever since remamed.

This is the story of a pioneer who had to blaze his
own trails and then lead his public along them, if he
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practical manipulations of workshoy or labora._tory."
Regarding opportunities for service in the Circula-
tion Department Mr. Green says:

Place in the Circulation Department one of the mast ac-
complished of your corps of assistants, some cultivated
woman, for example, who heartily enjoys the works of the
imagination, but whose taste js educated. She must be a
person of pleasant manners, and, while of praper dignity,
ready to unbend, and of social disposition. It iswellaf there
is a vein of philanthropy in her composition.

And among his closing aphorisms:

A librartan should be as unwilling ta allow an inguirer to
feave the hibrary with his question unanswered as a shop-
keeper 15 to have s customer go out of his store without
making a purchase. Receve investigators with something
of the cordahty displayed by an old-time innkeeper,

In personal intercourse with readers, there are certain
menta) tendencies that should be restrained. Idle curiosity
1soneof them. Many scholars prefer to pursue their studies
prvately, and are annoyed if they think they are observed,

Respect rencence. If you approach a reader with the
purpose of auding him, and find am unwilling to admit you
to his confidence, regard his wishes and allow him to make
hus mvesugation by himself.

Becaretul not to make inquirers dependent. Give them
asmuch asststance as they need, but try at thesame time to

teach them to rely upon themselves and become independ-
ent.

Avod scrupulously the propagation of an 1
y particular
setof viewsin polinics, art, history, phxlasophycrptheology.
Tros Tyruusque msbs nuflo dyserimne agetur are words

T an i
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Conference, with its registration of 103, was a very
business-like and serious gathering. Opening Wednes-
day, October 4, at 10 a.m., it held three sessions each
on that day and the day following, with a seventh {an
extra long one) Friday morning and a closing recep-
tion the same evening.

Mr, Green’s plan was to fix the attention of his
hearers by the citation of numerous examples show-
ing how his library had given concrete help to 2
great variety of persons, and then to deduce some
general principles for the guidance of less experienced
executives. What impresses the reader most is the
astonishingly modern tone of 1t all, and its homely,
downright common sense, The sample questions
might come from any reference library today: A
wall-painter has a room to ornament ; an artisan, the
legs of a table to carve; a marble-worker, a lion to
engrave in a specified posture; a schoolboy, to show
the actual fight between St. George and the dragon;
a schoolgir] has heard that the number of feet in 2
yard-measure was determined by the length of some
king’s arm, Who was the king ?

“There are obvious lmtts,” Mr. Green goes on to
say, “to the assistance which a librarian can under-
take to render. Common sense will dictate them.
Thus, no hbrarian would take the responsibility of
recommending books to give direction for the treat-
ment of disease. Nor would he give legal advice, nor
undertake to instruct applicants in regard to the

{a8}
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practical manipulations of workshop or labom.tury."
Regarding opportunities for service in the Circula-
tion Department Mr, Green says:

Place in the Circulation Department one of the most ac-
complished of yous corps of assistants, some cultivated
woman, for example, who heartrly enjoys the works of the
imagmaanon, but whose taste is_educated. She must bea
person of pleasant manners, and, ﬂ}\}ﬁ of praper (glgmty,
ready o unbend, and of socsal disposition. Iriswell if there
is a vain of phifanthropy i her composition.

And among his closing aphorismss

A hbranan should be as unwilling to allow an inquirer ta
leave the library with his question unanswered s a shop-
Keeper s to have his customer ga out of his store without
makmng a purchase. Recewve investigators with something
of the cordiaduty displayed by an old-time inneeper.

In personal intercourse with readers, there are certain
mental tendencies that should be restrained. Idle curlosity

woneof chem Many scholars s‘rt fer to pursue their studies
privately, and are annoyed sf

ey think they are observed.
espect reticence, I you approach a reader with the
purpose of aiding him, and ﬁnd‘;um unwilling to admst you
to his confidence, regard his wishes and allow kim to make
hus nvestygation by hunself,

Be careg; not to make wmquirers dependent. Give them
as much asastance as they need, but try at the same time to
(u(:\\ them 10 rely upon themsetves and become independ-
ent.

Ascid serupulously the propagation of any particular
setof views in poluics, are, history, philosophy or theology.
Tros Tyrusgue mibe nudly discromne agetur ase wonds
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Conference, with its registration of 103, wasa very
business-fike and serious gathering, Opening Wednes.
day, October 4, at 10 a.m., it held three sessions each
on that day and the day following, with 2 seventh {an
extra long one) Friday morning and a closing recep-
tion the same evening.

Mr. Green's plan was to fix the attention of his
hearers by the citation of numerous examples show-
ing how his library had given concrete help to a
great variety of persons, and then to deduce some
general principles for the guidance of less experienced
executives. What impresses the reader most is the
astonishingly modern tone of it all, and its homely,
downright common sense, The sample questions
might come from any reference library today: &
wall-painter has a room to ornament ; an artisan, the
fegs of a table to carve; a marble-worker, a lion to
engrave in a specified posture; a schoolboy, to show
the actual fight between St. George and the dragon;
a schoolgir! has heard that the number of feet mn a
yard-measure was determined by the length of some
king’s arm. Who was the king?

“There are obvigus limits,” Mr. Green goes on to
say, “to the assistance which a hibrarian can under-
take to render. Common sense will dictate them.
Thus, no hbrarian would take the responsibility of
recommending books to give direction for the treat-
ment of disease. Nor would he give legal advice, nor
undertake to instruct applicants m regard to the
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awn city, The ¥ erld spoke caticically, and after :\gﬁrmmg
its behef that very few librarians fike theone described ex-
isted, recommended * that alt public }xbmnrtrgs and their
assistants, besides & knowledge of reading, writing and the
four graund rules of anthmetic, be rcqued o pass an ex-
amimationon this pamphlet, which contains many vatuable
fessons for the profession.” . .

“The Examinerof London spokein asimilar spirit,after the
close of the International Convention of 1877, in an article
{Octaber 13} on the “London Conference of Librarians.”
Acknowledpment was made of courtesies recewved in cer-
tain larpe provincal fibraries, but the larpest in the coun-
1y, 1 London, was satirically areacked for fack of cour.
tesy and, by companson, the spint shown by My, Green
in hus bbrary was appreciatively described. [t was evident
then that the great vafue of htranes as popular educattanal
instituttons was not at all generally appreciated.

At about this penod of the late seventies and early
aighues, modern ideas as to the duties and opportu-
rties of the new American public libravies were be-
genng to seep down into the public consciousness.
In Warcester the first official recommendaton on the
founding of a public hibrary was made by Hon. Peter
€. Bacon, n his inaugurat address as mayor, to the
iy counct in 1851, His judgment, hawever, was far
in advance of his assaciates” m the city government,
To the value of the poneer work by Mr. Green and
other enbighiened colieagues, testimany m pubhc was
gwen voluntanly by such educators as Charles
Prancis Adams, a¢ Quiney, and locally by Charles O.
Thompson, president, Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
{nd
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which Virgil puts into the mouth of Queen Dido. The Nort
American Revsewhas adopred thera lor itsmatto, The prom-
ise they contain should be kept by the librarian also. . .,
Avoid religiously the practice of esamming the minds of
young inquirers with one-sided views regarding questions
in dispute.

In conclusion I wish to say that there are few pleasures
comparable to that of associating continually with curious
and vigorous young minds, and of aiding them in realizing
their ideals.

This admirable and prophetic paper created much
interest both at Philadelphia and elsewhere. Professor
Otis H. Robmson, librastan of Rochester University,
said, in commenting on it, at the meetmg where it was
delivered : “I wish his paper could be read by every
librarian and every library director in the country.
A librarian should be much more than a keeper of
books ; he should be an educator.”

Of the later interest roused by this paper, Mr.

Green himself says i his book of reminiscences, pub-
lished in 1913 :
The description of the work done m Warcester attracted
much attention. The Boston Dauly Advertrser of January 2,
1877. . . gave an account of the Free Public Library, its
features and facthities, and praised warmly the courtesy
with which inquirers were recesved, and the earnest efforts
made to secure desired nformation,

A New York paper took the matter up and improved
the occasion, while commending highly the plaas in use in
Worcester, to speak freely of the unaccommodating spirit
which they claimed existed in the large libraries of their
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awn city. The /7 orld spoke sativically, and after affirming
o5 belief that very few librarians fke theone dascribed ex-
isted, recommended “that all public Jibrasians and their
assistants, besides a knowledge of reading, wiiting and dhie
four ground rules of aritbmene, be required to pass an ex-
amination an this pamphlet, which contains many valuable
fessons for the profession.”

The Exammer of London spoke in asimilar spirit,after the
aose of the International Convention of 1877, in an article
{October 13) on the “London Conference of Librarians.”
Acknawledgment was made of courtesies veceived w cer-
1ain targe provincial hbranes, but the Jargest in the coun-
1Y, 1 London, was saurically steacked for lack of cour.
tesy and, by companson, the spirit shown by Mr, Green
in his hbrary was appreciatively described, It was evidenr
then that the great value of libranes as popular educarional
mstirutions was not at all generally appreciated.

At about this penod of the late seventies and early
cighties, modern 1deas as to the duties and opportu-
mties of the new American public ibraries were be.
DPME to seep down into the public consclonsness.
In Worcester the first official recommendation on the
founding of a2 public kbrary was made by Hon. Peter
C. Bacon, in bus waugural address as mayor, to the
city counail w1851, Hus judgment, however, was far
in advance of his assactates” in the city gavernment.
To the value of the pioneer work by Mr, Green and
other enlightened cotleagues, tesumony in public was

%;vm volumanty by such educators as Charles
'l;:“m Adams, at Quney, and locally by Charles O.

ompson, president, Worcester Polytechnic Insti
in}
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tute, Samuel Thurber, principal, Worcester High
School, and E. Harlow Russell, principal, Worcester
State Normal School.

Said Principal Russell in 1880: “I find, upon in-
quiry, that, during the current school year, not less
than sixty-four per cent of our students have had
oceasion to visit the Public Library to pursue investi-
gations connected with their studies, several report-
ing upwards of twenty such visits, and this notwith-
standing the fact that the school is situated at a dis-
tance from the library, and that we have an excellent,
though small, working library of our own.”

In 1874 occurred the second of a series of friendly
exchanges between Worcester, England, and Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, in which piece of international
comity Mr. Green was much interested and highly
instrumental. Other occasions of stmilar import may
be found, but these three are cited here because of
Mr. Green’s enthusiastic participation in everything
relating to the mothercity. The first took place in
1846 and was described by Mr. Green in a pamphlet
which he wrote in 1908, on the third occasion, to be
detailed later. The reader will enjoy a letter printed in
this pamphlet, and written by Elihu Burrntt, previ-
ously referred to as the “Learned Blacksmith”:

New Britasn, Ct, Aprid 16,74
Samnel 8. Green, Esg.,

My pear Sik: I am very happy to hear that the dear
Worcester of my love and pride, where my public hife was
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borm, is going to revive the pleasant communion and fel-
Yowship 553\8 the old Worcester of Mother England, with
which 1 was somewhat connected t\caxl);3 déxrtyhyeafs ago.
During the Oregon controversy in 1846, when it was
:.ssuming a sertous aspect, Joseph Crossfield, 2 Quaker of
Manchester, originated a kitd of direct interchange of sen-
timents on the subject, berween Englich and Amesican
towns through fricndly international 2ddresses. A great
number of these were sent from various tawns in England
and Seotfand to our principal cities, These were all sent to
me, or to my care, and | had them printed on slips and
ted w several hundred newspapers scattered over the
*nion. One of these was from Edinbusgh to Washington,
beaning the names of Dr. Chalmers and the first men of
that asty. § 100k thas on 1o Washington myself, and among
athers showed 1t to John C. Cathoun, who was deeply in-
terested in it
At the same time 1 took with me an address, signed by
100 adies of the city of Exetey, England, 1o the fadies of
Philadelphia, who sent a response to 1, signed, { believe, by
aver 33000f their number. When went to England in 1846
T 1ook with me thys response, and also that of our Worces-
tes ta the Mothes Warcester n England. Both were pre-
sented at publc meetings convened for the purpose, and
exaited the bvehest intesest, Lhave copied out of the Chris-
t2an Catrzen for 1346 both communications, which will show
you the spint which they breathed and inspired. . . . Ido
t;x;] :mm Wyouhavea copy of my last book : Ten-Afimute
s e o s e described
bograghy. movement in my auto-

Hoping thesa facts will suffice for your object, L am
ours wly,

Eumo Burwrrr,
T oany



SAMUEL SWETT GREEN

tute, Samuel Thurber, principal, Worcester High
School, and E. Harlow Russell, principal, Worcester
State Normal School.

Said Principal Russell in 1880: “I find, upon in-
quiry, that, during the current school year, not less
than sixty-four per cent of our students have had
occasion to visit the Public Library to pursue investi-
gations connected with their studies, several report-
ing upwards of twenty such visits, and this notwith-
standing the fact that the school is situated at a dis-
tance from the library, and that we have an excellent,
though small, working library of our own.”

In 1874 occurred the second of a series of friendly
exchanges between Worcester, England, and Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, in which piece of international
comity Mr. Green was much interested and highly
instrumental. Other occasions of similar import may
be found, but these three are cited here because of
Mr. Green’s enthusiastic participation in everything
relating to the mother-city. The first took place in
1846 and was described by Mr. Green in a pamphlet
which he wrote in 1908, on the third occasion, to be
detailed later. The reader will enjoy a letter printed in
this pamphlet, and written by Elihu Burritt, previ-
ously referred to as the “Learned Blacksmith” :

New Britan, Ct., April 16,24
Samuel S. Green, Esg.,
My pear Sir: [ am very happy to hear that the dear
Worcester of my love and pride, where my public life was
[321
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born, is going to revive the pleasant communion and fel-
Yowship with the old Worcester of Mother England, with
which T was somewhat connected nearly thirty years ago.
Duting the Oregon controversy in 1846, when it was
assuming a serious aspect, Joseph Crossfield, a Quaker of
Manchester, originated a kind of direct interchange of sen-
timents on the subject, berween English and American
towns through friendly international addresses. A great
number of these were sent from various towns in England
and Scotland 10 our principal cities, These were all sent to
me, or to my care, and 1 had them printed on slips and
ted to several hundred newspapers scattered over the
Jnion, Onc of these was from Edinburgh to Washington,
beating the names of Dr. Chalmers and the first men of
that city. | rook this on to Washington myself, and among
others showed it to John C. Cathoun, who was deeply in-
terested in it
Atthe same time 1 took with me an address, signed by
1620 ladies f the city of Exeter, England, to the fadies of
Philadelphia, who sent a sesponse to it, signed, I believe, by
over 330 0f their number, When L went to England in 1346
F took with me this response, and also that of our Worces-
ter to the Mother Worcester i England. Both were pre-
sefited at public meetings convened for the purpose, and
excited the hiveliest interest. 1 have copied out of the Chris-
&an Cm:o] for 1846 both communications, which will show
you the spint which they breathed and mspired. . , ., 1do
n;:}kmw  you have  copy of my last book : Fen-Minauze
!hi:; 9:1 Al Sartsof Topses i your hibrary. T have described
nendly wternational address movement in my auto.

i I\ .
Hoping these facts will suffice far your object, I am
Yours truly,
Eutnv Bureoer,
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tute, Samuel Thurber, principal, Worcester High
School, and E. Harlow Russell, principal, Worcester
State Normal School.

Said Principal Russell in 1880: “I find, upon in-
quiry, that, during the current school year, not less
than sixty-four per cent of our students have had
occasion to visit the Public Library to pursue investi-
gations connected with their studies, several report-
ing upwards of twenty such visits, and this notwith-
standing the fact that the school is situated at a dis-
tance from the library, and that we have an excellent,
though small, wosking library of our own.”

In 1874 occurred the second of a series of friendly
exchanges between Worcester, England, and Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, in which piece of international
comity Mr. Green was much interested and highly
instrumental. Other occasions of similar import may
be found, but these three are cited here because of
Mr. Green’s enthusiastic participation in everything
relating to the mother-city. The first took place in
1846 and was described by Mr. Green in a pamphlet
which he wrote in 1908, on the third occasion, to be
detailed later. The reader will enjoy a letter printed in
this pamphlet, and written by Elihu Burritt, previ-
ously referred to as the “Learned Blacksmith™':

New Britasn, Cr,, April 16, '7¢

Samuel 8. Green, Esq.,
My pear Sir: I am very happy to hear that the dear
Worcester of my love and pride, where my public fife was
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born, 3s going to revive the pleasant commundan and fdl-
lowship b the old Worcester of Mother Esgland, with
which 1 was somewhat connected nc':xr!y8 z}émyhyta{t ago.

During the Oregon controvessy in 1346, when 1t was
assum'mg a serious aspect, Joseph Crossfield, a Quakes of
Manchester, osiginated a kind of direct interchange of sen-
tieents on the subject, between English and American
towns through friendly international addresses. A great
number of these were sent from various towns in England
and Scatland to our principal cities. These were all sent to
me, of to my care, and I had them printed on slips and
posted to several hundred newspapers scattered over the
Union. One of these was from Edinburgh to Washington,
bearing the names of Dr. Chalmers and the first men of
that asty, 1 took this on to Washington myself, and among
others showed 1t to John C. Cathoun, who was deeply in~
terested an st

At the same time 1 took with me an address, signed by
1600 ladies of the city of Exeter, England, to the Jadies of
Philadelphia, who sent a respanse to tr, signed, 1 believe, by
over 30000f theit numbes, When 1 went to England n 1846
¥ took wath me thas response, and also that af our Worces-
121 o the Mother Worcestes m England, Both were pre-
sented at public meetings convened for the puspose, and
exated the by ehest inrerese. § have copied out of the Cbris.
#1an Catrzen for 1846 both communications, which will show
you the spinr which they breathed and wspired. . . . Ido
ot know if you have a copy of my last book : Ten-Ainuse
Tolks on Al Sorssof Topies in your hbrary, I have described
this fnendly international address movement i my auto-
biography

Hoping these facts will suffice for your object, T am

Yours truly,

EBuny Bursrrr,
fal
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tute, Samuel Thurber, principal, Worcester High
School, and E. Harlow Russell, principal, Worcester
State Normal School.

Said Principal Russell in 1880: “I find, wpon in-
quiry, that, during the current school year, not less
than sixty-four per cent of our students have had
occasion to visit the Public Library to pursue investi-
gations connected with their studies, several report-
ing upwards of twenty such visits, and this potwith-
standing the fact that the school is situated at a dis-
tance from the library, and that we have an excellent,
though small, working library of our own.”

In 1874 occurred the second of a series of friendly
exchanges between Worcester, England, and Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, in which piece of international
comity Mr. Green was much interested and highly
instrumental. Other occasions of similar impott may
be found, but these three are cited here because of
Mr. Green's enthusiastic participation in everything
relating to the mother-city. The first took place in
1846 and was described by Mr. Green in a pamphlet
which he wrote in 1908, on the third occaston, to be
detailed later. The reader will enjay a letter printed in
this pamphlet, and written by Elihu Burnte, previ-
ously seferred to as the “Learned Blacksmith "'

New Brutarn, Cr,, dprl 16,'74
Samuet 8. Green, Frg.,

My prar Str: I am very happy o hear that the dear
Worcester of my love and pride, where my public hife was
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born, it poing to revive the pleasant commuman and f'cL
towship gsthgthc old Worcester of Mother _Englfmd, with
which | was somewhat connected nez\xly; tfémyhyca{.v; 280,

During the Oregon controversy In 1846, when it was
um}ng a serious aspeet, Joseph Crossfield, a Quakes of
Manchester, originated a kind of divect interchange of sen-
timents on the subject, between English and American
towns through friendly international addresses. A great
number of these were sent from vanous fowns in England
and Scotland to our prncipal citses. These were all sent 1o
e, o1 to my care, and § had them printed on slips and

ted to severa) hundred newspapers scattered over the
Mtison, One of these was from Edmburgh to Washington,
tearing the names of Dr. Chalmers and the first men of
that ¢iry. T took this on 1o Washingron myself, and among
others showed it to John €. Cathoun, who was deeply in-
terested in it,

At the same nime § took with me an address, sgned
150'0 tadses of the city of Exeter, England, to the ladies of
Philadelphea, whosenr a rcs;:onsc to 1, signad, L believe, by
over 30000f their number, When I went to England in 1846
1 took %ith me this response, and also that of our Worces-
ter to the Mother Worcester i England, Both were pre.
sented 2t public meerngs convened for the puspose, and
exeted the liveliest interest. 1 have copied out of the Cérrs.
tian Cfizen for 1846 both communications, which will show
you the sprrit which they breathed and inspired. . . . Tda
tot knene ¥ you have a'copy of my Jast baok : Ten-Munuse
Tafts on 4 Sortsof Topses wn your fibrary, | have described
ths {endly International address movement 1 my auto-
bograghy

Hoping these facts will suffice for your ghiect, I am
Yours truly,

fal
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tute, Samuel Thurber, principal, Worcester High
School, and E. Harlow Russell, principal, Worcester
State Normal School,

Said Principal Russell in 1880: “I find, upon in-
quiry, that, during the current school year, not less
than sixty-four per cent of our students have had
occasion to visit the Public Library to pursue investi-
gations connected with their studies, several report-
ing upwards of twenty such visits, and this notwith-
standing the fact that the school Is situated at a dis-
tance from the library, and that we have an excellent,
though small, working library of our own.”

In 1874 occurred the second of a series of friendly
exchanges between Worcester, England, and Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, in which piece of international
comity Mr. Green was much interested and highly
instramental. Other occasions of similar import may
be found, but these three are cited here because of
Mr. Green’s enthusiastic participation in everything
relating to the motherwcity. The first took place in
1836 and was described by Mr. Green in a pamphlet
which he wrote in 1908, on the third occasion, to be
detailed later. The reader will enjoy a letter printed in
this pamphlet, and written by Elihu Burritt, previ-
ously seferred to as the “Learned Blacksmith”:

New Britan, Ct.,, Aprl 16,"7
Samuel 8. Green, Exg.,
My pear Sin: I am very happy ta hear that the dear
Worcester of my love and pride, where my public life was
1321
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founding of the excellent local Art Mussum in 1898,
the public library used its best efforts to take on the
functions of an art museurn in addition to its own.
Ameng Mr, Green's best friends in fcrwardmg the
city's art wterests was his pastor, Rev. Austin 5,
Garver, 2 true art lover and connoisseur, whose dig-
nified ang sympathetic appreciation of Mr. Green's
Hife work in Worcester may be read in the Library
Fotrnat for June, 199
One form of bibhographieal activity from which
this tventieth century enjoys a blessed immunity is
the issue of the complete (7) printed fibrary catalog,
In the seventies and exghnes this manta was truly
pestlential, and Mr. Green a proud and wilfing suf-
ferer from a disease which proved practicafly en-
demic even among the most accomphished members
of the profession. Printed catalogs fike those of the
Astor, Peabody or Boston Athenaeum are, of course,
permanent monuments of bibliographical and his-
tarical value; the uncomplimentary references here
made relate to the attempts of alt libraries that could
afford 11, to print the so-called complete catalogs of
thar circutation departments, for home use,
Caralogs of the Worcester Public Library have
been printed as follows: n 1861 a modest volume of
VEG pages, with equally humble Addenda, half the
8¢, 10 1267, Three years later the whole was revised
::d;;‘ﬂcx‘:dn ::“ Catalogue of the Crreudating Department,
pplement ‘\\'as ‘addcd, 1874. Ten years
3
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faunding of the {lent focal Art M in 1898,
the pubTic Tbrary used its best efforts to ke on the
functions of an ast musesm in addition t@ its awn.
Amang Mr, Green's best friends in forwarding the
city's art mterests was his pastor, Rev. Austin _S-
Garver, 1 true art lover and connoisseur, whase dl%—
nified and sympathetic appreciation of Mr. Green's
life work in Worcester may be read in the Library
Fournal for June, 1909

One form of bibliographical nctivity from which
this tentieth century enjoys 2 blessed immunity is
the issue of the camplete (?) printed hibrary catalog,
I the seventics and eighties this mania was truly
pestifential, and Mr. Green a proud and willing suf-
ferer from a disease which praved practically en-
demne even among the most accomplished members
of the profession. Printed catalogs like those of the
Astor, Peabody or Boston Athenaeum are, of course,
permanent monuments of bibliographical and his-
torcal value; the uncomplimentary references here
made relate to the mtrempts of 2l Kbraries that could
affard 1€, 1o print the so-called camplete catalogs of
therr circulation departments, for home use,

Catalogs of the Warcester Public Library have
beern printed 2 follows 1 in 1861 a modest vatume of
Veb pages, with equally humble Addenda, half the
sz¢, 1n 1867, Three years later the whole was revised
andd sssued as Catalogue of the Curerdnting Department,
to which 3 supplement _\\':LsAaddcd, 1874, Ten years
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the Library Journal, had actively engaged in Jocal
library movements, and done everything in his power
to advance the library cause,

In addition to the generous amount of time which
Mr. Green gave to the upbuilding of the American
public library, his efforts at home were largely de-
voted to the extension of the work with schools; the
further popularizing of the Green or Reference Li-
brary, and the campaign for a new library bulding to
supplement the structure of 1861, So successful were
his efforts and those of his Board of Directors in this
latter affair, that before the close of 1888 the city had
bought the adjacent lot east on Elm Street, compris-
ing about nine thousand square feet, for $35,000, and
on April 1, 1891, the structure which in 1926 15 euphe-
mistically termed the “New Butlding” was enthusi-
astically opened to the pubhc.

On this momentous occasion the most striking
feature was (for Worcester) a monster loan-exhibition
of no less than 129 oil pamntings of Worcester citizens,
past and present. Salisburys, Lincalns, Dawises,
Rices, Greens and scores of representatives of other
prominent famulies, who had submitted to the gentle
accolade of the artist’s brush, rubbed elbows in that
goodly company. Thanks might be well rendered to
the Worcester Art Society for its prodigious activity
in assembling a galaxy Like this.

Incidentally it may be remarked, among Mr.
Green’s activities, that for many years before the
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founding of the excellent Jocal Art Museum tn 1898,
the public library used its best efforts to take on the
functions of an art museam in addition ta its cwn.
Among Mr. Green’s best friends in forwnrdmg, the
Gity's ast interests was his pastar, Rev. Austin 8.
Garver, a true art fover and connoisseut, whose dig-
nified and sympathetic appreciation of Mr. Green's
Ife work 10 Worcester may be read in the Library
Tournal for June, 1909. i
One form of bibliographical activity from which
this tnentieth century enjoys @ blessed immunity is
the e of the complete (2) printed library catalog.
In the seventies and eighties this mania was truly
pestilential, and Mr. Green a proud and willing suf-
ferer from o disease which proved practically en-
demic even among the most accomplshed members
of the profession. Printed catalogs ke those of the
Astor, Peabody or Boston Athenaeum are, of course,
of bibliographical and his-
foncal value; the uncomplimentary references here
wmade relate to the atrempts of all hbranes that could
afford 1t, to print the socalled complete catalogs of
thar ciculation departments, for home use.
Catalogs of the Worcester Pubhe Library have
been pnnted as follows: i 1861 a modest volume of
186 pages, with equally humble Addenda, half the
sue, i 1867, Three years later the whole was revised
and weued as Catalogue of the Csreulating Department,
1w which 2 supp!gmtm \\\':ls added, 1874, Ten years
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SAMUEL SWETT GREEN

the Library Journal, had actively engaged in local
library movements, and done everything in his power
to advance the library cause.

In addition to the generous amount of time which
Mr. Green gave to the upbuilding of the American
public library, his efforts at home were largely de-
voted to the extension of the work with schools; the
further popularizing of the Green or Reference Li-
brary, and the campaign for a new library building to
supplement the structure of 1861. So successful were
his efforts and those of his Board of Directors in this
latter affair, that before the close of 1888 the city had
bought the adjacent lot east on Elm Street, compris-
ing about nine thousand square feet, for $35,000, and
on April 1, 1891, the structure which in 1926 is euphe-
mistically termed the “New Building” was enthusi-
astically opened to the public.

On this momentous occasion the most striking
feature was (for Worcester) a monster loan-exhibition
of no less than 129 o1l paintings of Worcester citizens,
past and present. Salisburys, Lincolns, Davises,
Rices, Greens and scores of representatives of other
prominent familtes, who had submitted to the gentle
accolade of the artist’s brush, rubbed elbows in that
goodly company. Thanks might be well rendered to
the Worcester Art Society for its prodigious activity
in assembling a galaxy like this.

Incidentally it may be remarked, among DMr.
Green’s activities, that for many years before the
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auractive books from the library. Mr. Green was in-
vited by the superintendent to try his plan before the
grade teachers at an early date.

The teachers listened in an interested manner, and many
«f them showed not only readiness but anxiety 1o wndes-
take the work sugpested. The Librarian then invited them
to select some country thas they would fike to have illus-
trated by means of books belonging to the library. They
sedected one, and came 1o the fibrary, the next hatf-holiday,
to fisten to the promsed exposition. The Librartan had
tefore him, say, one hundred volumes relating o the coun-
try in the description of which a1d was to be afforded, and
potnted ot wherein the value of each gne consisted to as-
sist teachers and scholars in studying geography, They saw
at once valuable aid could be had from the tibrary in theic
sorkof waching, and the next step taken by the Libmarian
w23 10 invite them to 1el} him what countries the children
werestudying about at that time, and to keep him informed
in fegard to those they were ar work upon at other times, in

onder that he mught help them to pick out works suitable
for schoct use,

In this same paper Mr. Green quotes  Samuel
Thurber, principal of the local hugh school :

There 14 4 post-mendian session

of the school 4
over 15 Edm Street Whale the < arehuarying

far texchers are hurryn
and warrying with thew m“:gg:c‘mscs, these ai:lcrrqnooﬁ
teachers 1 the other buddmg are patently having their
sesvion which ends at no partscular nime, but only when
each questiones v ansnered, We do not see why these Elm
Street folks are wot just as much hugh school teachers as
thow wha congrepate cach motning in the great building

fa3)
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later appeared Mr. Green's truly magnum opus of
1392 pages,under the title : Catalogue of the Circulating
and Part of the Intermediate (Reference) Department,
followed by supplements in 188 and 18g6.

In making his happy announcement of the appear-
ance of this prodigious undertaking, Mr. Green
states that an edition of 3000 copies has been ordered,
and that “its cost, aside from the labor involved in its
preparation for the press and in proof-reading, has
been thus far $3533.73. $900 additional will be re-
quired for binding. It is proposed to sell the work at
seventy-five cents a copy, that is to say for about one
half the cost of paper, printing and binding.”

In his pioneer work on the relations of libraries and
schools, Mr. Green read a paper on this subject before
the American Social Science Association at its Sara-
toga meeting in September, 1880 (printed in the
Library Fournal for October). Employing his favorite
method of practical illustration, he tells how, late in
the autumn of 1879, four educators met to consider
the future possibilities of their work : the superintend-
ent of schools, a member of the school committee,
the principal of the local normal school, and the city
librarian. They agreed at once that studies in the
three upper grades (for example) would be made
pleasanter and more profitable if increased school and
library cooperation could be secured.

The first concrete attempt was to choose the sub-
ject of geography, to be illustrated, in school work, by
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atoractive hooks from the library. Mr, Green was in-
vited by the superintendent to try his plan before the
grade teachers at an early date.

The teachers Histened in an interested manner, and many
of them showed not only readiness but anxiety to under-
ke the work sopgested. The Librarian then invited them
to select some country that they would hke to have illus-
trated by means of books belonging to the library. They
selected one, and came to the library, the next half-holiday,
to Bisten 1o the promised exposition. The Librasian had
before him, say, one hundred volumes relating to the coun-
try in the description of whith aid was 1o be afforded, and
pointed out wherein the value of each one consisted to as-
sist teachers and scholars in studying geography. They saw
atonce valuable aid could be had from the hibrary in their
work of teachung, and the next step taken by the Librarian
%3310 invite them 1o tell hin what countries the children
were studying about at that time, and to keep him informed

taregurd ty those v.ixnz wereatwork upon at othes times, in
order that he might help them to pick out works suitable
for school use,

In this same paper Mr. Green quotes Samuel

Thurber, principal of the local Ingh schoot:

There 19 a post.meridian session of the school ev

overin Bl Street. While the regolar veachers are huux}'rr;i\:}g'

and wosrying with thewr college classes, these afternaon

teachers i the other buiding are patiently having their

sess}?m which ends at no particular time, but only when

cs:::r qu(mlcne: isanswered. We do not see why these Elm

3 cet .;1:5 312 20t just as much high school teachers as
e Wha congregate each moming 1 the great building

a3y
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later appeared Mr. Green’s truly magnum opus of
1392 pages,under the title : Catalogue of the Circulating
and Part of the Intermediate (Reference) Department,
followed by supplements in 1889 and 1896.

In making his happy announcement of the appear-
ance of this prodigious undertaking, Mr. Green
states that an edition of 3000 copies has been ordered,
and that “its cost, aside from the labor involved in its
preparation for the press and in proof-reading, has
been thus far $3533.73. $900 additional will be re-
quired for binding. It is proposed to sell the work at
seventy-five cents a copy, that is to say for about one
half the cost of paper, printing and binding.”

In his pioneer work on the relations of libraries and
schools, Mr. Green read a paper on this subject before
the American Social Science Association at its Sara-
toga meeting in September, 1880 (printed in the
Library Fournal for October). Employing his favorite
method of practical illustration, he tells how, late in
the autumn of 1879, four educators met to consider
the future possibilities of their work : the superintend-
ent of schools, a member of the school committee,
the principal of the local normal school, and the city
librarian. They agreed at once that studies in the
three upper grades (for example) would be made
pleasanter and more profitable 1f increased school and
fibrary cooperation could be secured.

‘The first concrete attempt was to choose the sub-
ject of geography, to be illustrated, in school work, by

[42]
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attractive books from the Ybrary. Mr. Green was in-
vited by the supenntendent to try his plan before the
grade teachers at an easly date.

The teachers hstened i an snterested manner, and many
of them showed not only readiness but anxiety 10 under-
tzke the work suggested The Librarsan then invited them
to sclect some country that they would ke to have illus-
trated by means of books belonging to the kbrary. They
selected one, and came to the ibrary, thenext half-holiday,
to listen to the promised exposinion. The Librasian had
before hum, say, one hundred volumes relating to the coun-
try n the description of which aid was to be affarded, and
pownted out wheremn the value of each one consisted to as-
stst teachers and scholars in studying geography. They saw
at orice valuable aid could be had from the tibrary in their
work of teaching, and the next step taken by the Librarjan
w25 1o meare them to tell lum what countries the children
were study ing about at that nme, and tokeep um informed
wnregard to those they were at work upon at ather times, in

osder that he mught help them to pick out works suitable
for school use

In this same paper Mr. Green quotes Samuel
Thurber, prinaipal of the local high ?chool: >

There 1s 2 post.mendnan session of th
e sch

over in tim dtreet While the regalar tcacshr::o ::ra:\uy -
::nd }:\ur\'\m%‘ \m}}\] therr college classes, these af?:nyo‘gi
eachers n the other building are paently h: i
sewion which ends at tio parucul e oo e
:auh questioner s ms\\ﬂ:g. We d:rn:t";:)ci‘;: oéldy W]‘E\\!::
! ;‘mx \-;l\ks are not Just as much hugh schot)lyu::cbl?x'e

e who cangregate each morning 1 the great buzlrcsl'u:
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of Beverly, s still serving ; Ms. Green, also o “charter
member,” was Mr, Tilfinghast’s right fxand mm,‘anfi
the obvious expert on all matters relating to pubhf: -
brary administranon, He served continuously for nine-
teen years unti} he resi gned all official work if\ 1909,

Much activity was shown by this Commission, its
first report, for 1891, forming a substantial volume of
290 pages, the bulk of which comprised 2 handbaok of
Massachusetts libraries, with complete data on his-
tory, administration, finance, trustees past and pres-
ent, etc., with many illustranons of kbrary busldings.
The later handbook of 1899, revised and extended,
comprises 465 well-illustrated pages and has always
since that date been more or less of a “collectar’s
nem” for Wbrary school students.

The year 1803 offered a double sausfaction o Mr.
Green, bringing to frustian hus dreams of 2 new brary
building, and confernng on him the highest honor in
themift of fus colleagues, the presidency of the A. L. A.
Both Mr. Green and Mr, Frank P. Fill, the secretary,
wese emergencyofficers and had to wark hard to pre-
Pare a program on shost notice for the annual confer-
ence, which was held that year in San Francisco. They
were successul, however, and the eighty delegates
present, forty of wham wese from the east, were en-
e e s ey

A ess dwelt on the dury of a library to its
communiry and described the methods which had
been adapted since 1876 for making American public

1act
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with the tower. .. . As an ally of the high school the public
library is not merely useful, it is absolutely indispensable.

Again, Mr. Green touches, before the close of this
paper, another vital matter, of equal importance to-
day:

Sufficient care is not taken to designate the age of children
for whom particular books are designed, What is wanted
specially is a selection of books for children between the
ages of eleven and fifteen, every one of which is known from
perusal by competent persons to be a really good book, and
one adapted to the capacity of young folks.

The advocacy of the use of the telephone for library
purposes seems, in 1880, a suggestion well ahead of the
times.

If the decade of the eighties was the period of care-
ful and tender planting, watering and cultivating the
library field on the part of Mr. Green and his pioneer
colleagues, the early nineties showed the harvest ripe
for the sickle. First came the creation, in October,
1890, of the Massachusetts Free Public Library
Commission, with C. B. Tillinghast, librarian of the
State Library, as chairman. At that time 103 of the
351 towns or cities of the commonwealth had no free
Iibrary facilities. Largely as a result of the Commis-
sion’s efforts, this number was gradually lessened,
and by 1904 was reduced to zero. Of the five original
members of this Commission, the first to be estab-
lished in the United States, Miss Elizabeth P, Sohier,

[asl
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This international feature of the 1893 confesence,
Ms, Green says, was not specially pronounced, as 200
of the participants were Americans, the foreign con-
Xingent comprising two men and two women from
England, one German and one Canadian. Some for-
cigners sent papers, however, to be read.

Twenty addresses, six by foreigners, were scheduled
for dehvery and sl but three presented. Some tenden-
cies of German hibrarianship may be inferred from the
title of a paper by Dr. O, Hartwig of the University
of Halle: “On the Direct Loan of MSS, from one Li-
brary 1o Anothes, and on the Foundation of 2 Seclety
for the Phototypic Multiplication of Important MSS.
nat Subject to Direct Loan.” Mr. Green's paper was
on the then new topic of state Jibrary commissions.

In his book of library reminiscences Mr. Green te-
calls that dunng the progress of the meeting over
which he presided, Mr. R. R. Bowker introduced to
the audtence Sir Walter Besant, who had presided
atameetng in snother division of the Department of
Litesarure, It was his novel AN Sorts and Conditions
o Men which prompted the establishment of the
People’s Palace, London, whose librarian, Miss

ames, was mentioned as being present at this con-
ference, and presiding on the last day.

Regarding his connection with national library
affaies, Mr. Green considers 1303 # proper dare far
P e R

i itlmd;d many conventions, wrate
a7l
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libraries the most efficient in the world. Its first two
sentences fairly state his professional platform in the
tersest of homely phrase: “The function of a library
is to serve its users. It is the duty of a public library
to serve the public.”

Mr. Green had good reason for the belief which he
expressed that this conference of 1891 planted much
of that fertile seed which has sprung up and made
California a leader m hibrary work, and made possible
an attendance of 582 at the next conference to be held
there just twenty years later.

In spite of the general enthusiasm shown at the
conference, the President found the hospitalines ex-
tended to the delegates somewhat over-profuse. In
fact ““the conviction became strong that so much en-
tertainment dunng the period of sessions made the
members somewhat languid or otherwise unfitted
them for work, and that some of the furure confer-
ences shauld be held 1n quiet places, free from the se-
ductions of large and generous cities.”

Among the projects of the San Francisco meeting of
1891 was the plan for an exhibition of library work, in
connection with the World's Fair of 18g3, mcluding
the preparation of the orignal Catalog of “.A. L. A.”
Lsbrary, so00 volumes. With Melvil Dewey, Frederick
M. Crunden and Miss M. S. R. James (hibrarian of
the People’s Palace, London), Mr. Green shared the
honor of presiding for a day over the Intemnational
Congress of Libranans.
(46}
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"This international feature of the 1893 conference,
Mr. Green says, was not specially pronounced, as 200
of the participants were Americans, the foreign con-
tingent comprising two men and two women from
England, one German and one Canadian. Seme for-
cigners sent papers, however, 1o be read.

Twenty addresses, six by foréigners, were scheduled
for delivery and allbut three presented. Some tenden-
cies of German librarianship may be inferred from the
tirle of a paper by Dr. O. Hartwig of the University
of Halle: “On the Direct Loan of MSS, from one Li-
brary to Another, and on the Foundation of a Society
for the Phototypic Multipheation of Important MSS,
not Subject to Direct Loan.” Mr. Green's paper was
on the then new topic of state library commissions.

In his book of library reminiscences Mr. Green re-
calls that during the progress of the meeting over
which he presided, Mr. R. R. Bowker introduced to
the audience Sir Walter Besant, who had presided
tameeting in another division of the Department of
Literarure. It was his novel 4/ Sorts and Conditsons
of Men which prompted the establishment of the
People’s Paface, London, whose hbraman, Miss
James, was mentioned as being present at this con-
ference, and presiding on the Jast day.

aﬁRpgmimg his connection with national library
bnz:;;g)lr. Green considers 1893 a proper date for

tus professional memories to a close. “Aft
ter
1893 although 1 attended many conventions, wrote
tart
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a number of papers, and took a general interest in
the library movement, I gradually ceased to keep in
touch with the details of new propositions; relaxed
somewhat intimacy with other librarians, and failed
to keep conversant with the inside knowledge of the
workings of leaders which I had hitherto enjoyed.”
But in Worcester his work, as measured by years of
usefulness, was not much more than half completed.



CHAPTER 111
AFTERNOON

OWARD the close of the nineties, Mr. Green
l pushed, with his customary vigor, the reor-
gantzation of the Circulation Department,
and cansequent reviston of the card catalog. In 1891,
on entering the new butlding, he intraduced the DecE-
mal Classtfication for the Reference and Green Li-
branes, but continued the use of the old “accession
arder” for severnl years longer, in the Circulation De-
partment. About 1895, however, some extra money
was extracted from the city, catalogers from Albany
were engaged, and the hoary fastnesses of the feudal
system attacked with a will. From this time on the
patrons of home reacing could “rummage™ (to use
Mr. Green's favorite word) amang the shelves with
some real satisfaction, Can an ambitious Librarian
visualize a more dismal condition than to have to
work 1n an unclassified bibrary ?
From 1855 dates the earliest beginning of Worces.

ter's present branch library system. Quoting from Mr.
Green's repart for that year:

Last spring 3 delivery station was established at Greendale

{2 suburb some four miles from City Hall), This has been

conducted at the expense of the ressdents of that suburb,
¢ cost 15 very small,

An expressman going through G i

; : gh Greendale on his way fro
\\‘cst'l‘igylsmn 10 Worcester stops at a store in Gcmndarlr;
every Wednesday and Saturday ; takes thence a Jocked box

Lo}
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a number of papers, and took a general interest in
the library movement, I gradually ceased to keep in
touch with the details of new propositions; relaned
somewhat intimacy with other librarians, and failed
to keep conversant with the inside knowledge of the
workings of Jleaders which 1 had hitherto enjoyed.”
But in Worcester his work, as measured by years of
usefulness, was not much more than half completed.
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ministration, he must have felt gratified on reading
the following extracts from the Committee’s report:

Tt must be amatter of gratification to us all that this gen-
tleman {Mr, Dewey] of acknowledged reputation among
Lbrarians, and well competent to judge of the condition of
our library, should make so favorable and complimentary 2
report, and the citizens of Worcester should, and doubtless
wall, exhubit a new pride in their Public Library, when they
read thewell-deservedtribute toits accomplishments in the
pastyits leadership and its condstion today. They may be
Justly proud of the results of the liberal policy that, from
the first inception of the hibrary, has characterized its ad-
ministration, uts relation to the public and to the educa-
tional departments of our aity.

Some of Mr. Dewey's comments or suggestions have
rather wide application, such as that the word “ free”
should be strcken from the hibrary’s official title. It
is commonly understood that in technical ibrary par-
fance “free” means * open for the general use of all
comers” and that “ public”” means * wholly or largely
supparted by taxation,” and therefore, mn any ords.
nary human contingency, here in these United States,
the term “public” would certamnly include the 1dea
contaned in “free.” t 15 true that Mr. Green him-

self, in commenting on this suggestion, tells us that
the members of the Massachusetts Library Commis.
sion retaned the word “free” 1 addition to “ pub-
he bcc:(u'sc public libranes were not always free.
The only instance that he cites, however, is Spring-

153}
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reference to the possibility of improving the service.
Although this act of the board might not necessarily
be regarded as an indication of hostility toward Mr.
Green or of dissatisfaction with his administration, it
may as well be stated now that, about this time, there
appeared on the library board a very active element,
determined to bring about his early retirement. This
element never secured an actual majority in the
board, but approached it closely, and more than made
up, in cohesive persistency, what it lacked in actual
numbers. In defense of this attitude of certain mem-
bers of the board, it should in fairness be stated that,
in spite of Mr. Green's devoted zeal in popularizing
his library, a number of honest patrons of the institu-
tion, who did not establish personal contact with the
librarian, found the library atmosphere sometimes a
Tittle chilly.

This condition of affairs naturally clouded and sad-
dened the last six or seven years of Mr. Green's in-
cumbency, and was particularly galling in the case of
one who justly felt himself an expert in his own field,
and who for over thirty years had been considered an
undisputed authority, at least before his Board of Di-
rectors, on all matters relating to library work. Even
with this handicap he retamned his position till well
toward the end of his seventy-second year.

If Mr. Green could not escape the fecling that Mr.
Dewey’s visit to Warcester and subsequent report
were instigated through[no kindly regard for his ad-

521
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ministration, he must have felt gratified on reading
Mo >
the following extracts from the Committee’s report:

Yrust be a matter of gratification to us all that this gen-
theman {Mr. Dewey] of acknowledged reputation among
Iibrarians, and well comperent to judge of the condition of
ou bbrary, should make so favorable and complimentary
report, and the citizens of Warcester should, and doubtless
will, exkiibit 2 new pride n their Pubfic Library, when they
read thewell-deservedtribute tots accomplishments in the
past, its Jeadership and its condition today. They may be
justly proud of the results of the hberal policy that, from
the first inceprion of the library, has characterized its ad-
ministration, its refation to the public and to the educa-
tional departments of our aity.

Some of Mr. Dewey's comments or suggestions have
rather wide appheation, such as that the word * free™
should be stricken from the hbrary’s official ritle. It
is commonly understood that in techaical libraty par-
lance “free” means “ apen for the general use of al
comers” and that * pubbic” means “ wholly or largely
supported by taxation,” and therefore, in any ordi-
nary human contingency, here in these Umited States,
the term “ public™ would cerrainly mchude the idea
contained in “free” 1115 true that Mr. Green him-
self, in cammenting on this supgesuan, tells us that
the members of the Massachusetts Library Commis-
sion retained the word “free” 1n addition to *“pub-
be” because pablic Gbrames were not always free,
The only instance that he cites, hawever, 13 Spring-
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reference to the possibility of improving the service.
Although this act of the board might not necessarily
be regarded as an indication of hostility toward Mr.
Green or of dissatisfaction with his administration, it
may as well be stated now that, about this time, there
appeared on the library board a very active element,
determined to bring about his early retirement. This
element never secured an actual majority in the
board, but approached it closely, and more than made
up, in cohestve persistency, what it lacked in actual
numbers. In defense of this attitude of certain mem-
bers of the board, it should in fairness be stated that,
in spite of Mr. Green’s devoted zeal in popularizing
his library, a number of honest patrons of the institu-
tion, who did not establish personal contact with the
librarian, found the library atmosphere sometimes a
little chilly.

This condition of affairs naturally clouded and sad-
dened the last six or seven years of Mr. Green’s in-
cumbency, and was particularly galling in the case of
one who justly felt himself an expert in his own field,
and who for over thirty years had been considered an
undisputed authority, at least before his Board of Di-
rectors, on all matters relating to library work. Even
with this handicap he retained his position till well
toward the end of his seventy-second year.

If Mr. Green could not escape the fecling that Mr.
Dewey’s visit to Worcester and subsequent report
were instigated through no kindly regard for his ad-
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ministration, he must have felt gratified on reading
the following extracts from the Committee’s reports

Temust be a matter of gratification to usall that this gen-
tleman {Mr, Dewey] of acknowledged reputation among
hbranans, and well competent to judge of the condition of
our hbrary, should make so favorable and complimentary 2
report, and the aitizens of Worcester should, and doubtless
will, exhibit a new pride in their Public Library, when they
read the well.deserved tnbute toits accomplishments in the
pest, its leadership and s condution today. They m:?' be
Justly proud of the results of the hiberal pohey that, from
the first inception of the hibrary, has characterized its ad-
mimstration, its relation to the publc and to the educa-
tional departments of our auty

Some of Mr. Dewey’s comments or suggestions have
rather wide apphication, such as that the word “free”
should be stnchen from the hibrary’s official title. It
1s commonly understood that m techmeal hibrary par-
fance “free” means * open for the general use of all
comers™ and that ™ public™ means “ wholly or largely
supported by taxauon,” and therefore, in any ordi.
nary human contigency, here in these United States,
the term * public”” would certamly include the idea
contained tm “free.” It 15 true that Mr. Green him-
self, commenting on this suggestion, tells us that

the members of the Massachusetts Library Commis-
sion retamned the word “free” in addstion to pub-
he” because public bbrarses were not always free,

The only mstance that he crtes, however, is Spring.
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seference to the possibility of improving the service.
Although this act of the board might not necessasily
be regarded as an indication of hostility toward Mr.
Green or of dissatisfaction with his administration, jr
may as well be stated now that, about this time, there
appeared on the library board a very active element,
determined to bring about his early retirement. This
element never secured an actual majority in the
board, but approached it closely, and more than made
up, in cohesive persistency, what it lacked in actual
numbers. In defense of this attitude of certain men-
bers of the board, it should in fairness be stated that,
in spite of Mr. Green’s devoted zeal in popularizing
his library, a number of hanest patrons of the institu-
tion, who did not establish personal contact with the
librarian, found the library atmosphere sometimes a
lietle chilly.

This condition of affairs naturally clouded and sad-
dened the last six or seven years of Mr. Green's in-
cumbency, and was particularly galling in the case of
ane who justly felt himself an expert in his own field,
and who for over thirty years had been considered an
undisputed authority, at least before his Board of Di-
rectors, on all matters relating to library work. Even
with this handicap he retained his position till well
toward the end of his seventy-second year.

1f Mr. Green could not escape the feeling that Mr.
Dewey’s visit to Worcester and subsequent report
were instigated through no kindly regard for hus ad-
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riristration, he must have felt gmt'\f\ed on reading
the {cllowing extracts from the Committees report:

e must be a matter of gﬁnﬁcation o usall that this gen-
deman [Mr. Dewey) of ackmwlgdgtd reputation AmONE
Yibranians, and well competent (0 judge of he condition of
our hbrasy, should make sO favorable and complimentary &
seport, and the atizens of Worcester should, and Joubtless
il exhubit a new pride i ther Public Library, when they
read the well-desens edinbute toits accomplishments the
past, s teadership and 118 condinion today. They may
Justly proud of the results of the Yibera) pohicy thaty from
‘he frst meeption of the library, has characterized 1ts ad-
mimstration, its relation © che pubhe and to the educa-
nonal departments of our city.
Some of Mr. Deney's comments of suggestions have
rather wide apphication, such as that the word “free”
<hould be stricken from the Ybrary's official title. Te
1s commonly understwod chat in technical kibrary par-
lance “free”’ means * open for the general use of all
comer” and that " public”” means “wholy or largely
supported by axation,” and therefore, in any ordi-
nary human contingencys here m these United States,
the term **public” would certanly mclude the dea
contaned 1n "tree " Tt is true that Mr. Green him-
«If, in commenting on this suggestion, tells us that
the members of the Massachusetts Library Commis-
sion retuned the word “free’” in addition to * pub-
\’1‘;\ hecause pubhc hbranes were not always free.
c anly mstance that he Qtes, however, is Spring;
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reference to the possibility of improving the service,
Althougls this act of the board might not necessarily
be regarded as an indication of hastility toward M.
Green or of dissatisfaction with his administration, it
may as well be stated now that, about this time, there
appeased on the library board a very active element,
determined to bring about hss early retirement. This
element never secured an actual majority in the
boatd, but approached it closely, and more than made
up, in cohesive persistency, what it Iacked m actual
numbers. In defense of this attitude of certam mem-
bers of the board, it should in fairness be stated that,
in spite of Mr. Green’s devoted zeal m popularizing
his library, a number of honest patrons of the institu-
tion, who did not establish personal contact with the
librarian, found the hbrary atmosphere sumetimes a
little chally.

This condition of affairs naturally clouded and sad-
dened the last six ar seven years of Mr. Green's ins
cumbency, and was partieularly galhng w the case of
one who justly felr hunself an expert i his own field,
and who for over thuty years had been canstdered an
undisputed authoriey, at least betore hyw Board of Di-
rectors, on all matters refatng 10 Iibrary work, fven
with this handicap e recamed his posttion uff well
toward the end of his seeentysecond gear,

I Mr. Green coukd not escape the teehng that Mr.
Dewey’s visit to Worcester and mhwquc:nt report
were instigated through no Rmdly wegard for s ad-
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where, namely, provide a large room well stocked with
books, and with a pleasant attendant, for young per-
sons, too old to use the children’s room, and yet too
young to use the general library without sympathetic
aid,”
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tered undoubtedly around the development of his be-
loved Reference Library. Al his reports abound with
enthusiastic accounts of the benefits conferred upon
the city by the presence of this admirable representa-
tive of the “peaple’s university.” In the arranging of
exhibitions, both of material owned by the library and
lent from outside, he was uncommonly resourceful. In
his annual report for 1905 he describes, in addition to
the exhibition of the processes of bookbinding, lent by
the Newark library, and supplemented by local re-
sources, ane relating to work with the blind : “A num-
ber of books were selected from our collection (of
books for the blind) printed in various types, and
representatives of the blind came, some onc day and
some another, to show the public how they read the
books. They also brought slates for writmg, . .. This
exhibition excited wide interest m the community.
The blind were gratified by it, as it awakened 2 lively
interest in their plans for getting a living, and for im-
provement in attainments,”

Unabated energy and mental vigor characterized
the closing as well as all other years of Mr. Green's
administration. In his very last report, for 1908,
he points out the imperative need of five branch li-
braries and tells of his conferencewith che city engineer
as to their proper positions.

Likewisc in the same report : I have long felt it de-
sirable to do something which, in so far as I can learn
from correspondence, has not yet been done elsc-
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vigorous in mind and body, T cannot permanently count,
at the age of neasly seventy-two years, upon & long contin-
uation of vitality, 1f the work which ¥ am undertaking is
important, and it seems to me to be 5o, 1 must beginitand
work indusuicusty before my bady fails to serve me, and
the faculties of my mind decay. A year or two must be
spentin quietly reviewing the works which have been most
influential in the formation of my epinions, before putting
my thoughts into the literary form which 1 have in mind.

This explanation will make 1t evident that I cannot
properly remain longer [dated January 12, 1909} in my
present position. | have not yet reached the age of remi-
niscence, but sull hve in the future. The future, however,
is necessanly uncertain, My change of occupanion must
begin at once, and the announcement of withdrawal from
the place of Labrarian be regarded as final and irrevocable.

An obvious reference may be inferred above to a
literary work of different character from Mr, Green's
Public Library Mozement published m 1913. This was
never put into type, but was completed as an extended
ess2y, compnising four or five chapters and entitled,
sgnificandy, Peace o Doust. This illominating titde
offers quite a defintte suggestion as to why the author
never sought o parochial charge.

And s0 on January 12, 1909, 2 terribly inclement,
stormy and shppery day, Mr. Green’s phenomenal
term of thirey-cight years of continuous service to his
fAative city came to an end. Such an event could not
Fass unnoticed 1 Worcester's official family, and
largely through the mfluence of Mayor James Logan,

T .



CHAPTER 1V
EVENING ~— AFTERGLOW

N presenting his letter of resignation on January

12, 1909, after thirty.cight vafiant years of un-

broken service, Mr. Green requested also the

reading of an eatlier letter, written five years previous,
which will interest the reader:

Ilorcester, Fanuary 6, 1904,

To Hon. Alfred S. Pinkerton, Foruary 6 504
President Board of Directors,

My pear Mr. Prvgerrox: Will you please present my

resignation as Librarian to the Board of Directors? If a

sudden withdrawal would be embarrassing to the Board,

I shall be happy to give sympathetic consideration to its
wishes.

Very truly yours,

Sasugt Swerr GREEN,

Being told by the President and another member of the
Board, whose opinion I especially valued, that it was likcly
that the interests of the library would suffer greatly if 1
were to resign at that time, I withdrew the letter before it
had been presented to the Board, This action was taken
very refuctantly. Every year since 1904 I have wished carn-
estly to resign, but have not felt at liberty to do so until
today,

While I have been a librarian, I have been a student
also. Many years ago I determined to put into suitable
form some of the results of my expericnce, thought and
research, and have Jaid out work which it will take several
yearsto perform. This should be begun at once, for, though

18]
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vigorous in mind and body, T cannot permanently count,
at the age of nearly seventy-two yeass, upon 2 long contin-
uation of vitality. If the work which 1 am undertaking is
important, and it seems to me to be so, I must begin it and
work industriously before my body fails to serve me, and
the faculties of my mind decay. A year or two must be
spent in quictly reviewing the works which have been most
influcntial in the formation of my opinions, before putting
my thoughts mto the hiterary form which I have in mind.

This explanation will make 1t evident that I cannot
properly remain fonger [dated January 12, 1909) in my
present position. T have not yet reached the age of remt.
niscence, but still live in the future. The future, however,
s necessarily uncertain. My change of occupation must
begin at once, and the announcement of withdrawal from
the place of Librarian be regarded as final and irrevocable.

An obvious reference may be inferred above to a
literary work of different character from Mr. Green’s
Public Library Mozemens published in 1913, This was
Rever putinto type, but was completed as an extended
2y, comprising four ar five chapters and entitled,
signtficantly, Peace in Daubs. This lluminating title
offers quite a defimite suggestion as to why the author
never sought a pasochial charge.

And so on January €2, tooy, a terribly inclement,
stormy and shppery day, Mr. Green's phenomenal
term of thirty-eight years of continuous service to his
ratie ety came to an end. Such an event could not
{ms unnotieedd in ‘\\'orccst:r's official family, and
argely thraugh the influence of Mayor James Logan,
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brought it withia our range of vision, for we need to
r:mfnber that it is not the eye, but the mind which
mast truly sees. Through the mind, the inventor, wi th
the eye of faith, saw the machine before pencit had
been put upon paper, and, his faith laying hold upon
the thing hoped for, saw bis device, which was to
fighten human tail, and bring the camforts of life
within the reach of miltions, become a reality.”

“We have met tonight,” said the Mayor in closing,
“ta give expression to our appreciation of the work of
this fathful public servant, who, through his larger
knowledge of books, has introduced so many of us into
his wides cirtle of the great men of the earth, the
cecord of whose life wark is and will continge to be, an
inspiration to the youth of commg times. Without the
aid of the library most of these men would be stran-
gers fo us, and we should not even be conscious of our
debt of obligation to them. By the aid of the books
ang the Sibrary and the ibranan, they are our inti-
mate frends and personal acquaimtances, many of
whom have been introduced to us by our honored
guest, with swhom we meet tonight, and our lives are
richer by the wider ewrele of acquaintance into which
we have entered by hus aid.”

In addsvien 1o the Mayor's address and the witty
mtroductions and punctaations of the toastmaster,
the prnted menu (which was embellished by Mr.,
Green's X‘f}mr@‘aph) called for speeches “For Past
Directors™ by Judge William T, Forbes ; “For Pres.
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a splendid Scotch-American of the Carnegie type,
with a vast respect for the printed page, the farewell
dinner to Mr. Green at the Worcester Club on March
11, assembled forty-six of the city’s best-known resi-
dents. Among them were Mr. Justice Arthur P.
Rugg, now Chief Justice, Massachusetts Supreme
Court, Mayor James Logan and three ex-mayors, Ed-
ward J. McMahon, Esq., president of the Board
(gracious and accomplished toastmaster of the even-
ing), together with many of the city’s leading business
and professional men.

Referring to the twenty-four toasts, quoted by Mr.
McMahon as having been drunk at Worcester's first
recorded civic banquet, when independence was an-
nounced here, July 14, 1776, Mayor Logan began with
an apology for “ talking shop,” saying that he wished
to make some references to the paper industry, with
shich, as an envelope manufacturer, he had enjoyed
lifclong familiarity.

Speaking first of the shaking of the vat, in the hand-
paper industry (reminding onc of Eden Phillpotts's
admirable story of English handicraft, Storm: in a Tea-
cup), Mr. Logan went on to tell how paper-making
appears, in a sensc, as a *‘barometer to register the
education, the knowledge, the accumulated wisdom,
the intelligence of the cwvilized world.”

Quoting Dr. Van Dyke's School of Life Mr. Logan
continued : " Through books we become acquamted
with those men who by fath saw the mwisible, and
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brought it within our range of vision, fot we need. to
remember that it is not the eye, but the mind which
most truly sees, Through the mind, the inventor, with
the eye of faith, saw the machine before pencil had
been put upon paper, and, his faid} lnymg hold upon
the thing hoped for, saw his device, which was to
lighten human toil, and bring the comforts of life
within the reach of millions, become a reality.”
“Se have met tonight,” sud the Mayor in closing,
“to give expression to our appreciation of the work of
this {aithful public servant, who, through his larger
knowledge of baoks, has introduced so many of us into
hus wider circle of the great men of the earth, the
record of whose ife work 1s and will continue to be, an
inspiration to the youth of coming times. Without the
3id of the hibrary most of these men would be stran-
gers tous, and we shauld not even be canscrous of our
debt of obligation ta them. By the aid of the books
and the hbrary and the hbrarian, they are our inti-
mate friends and personal acquaintances, many of
whom have been introduced to us by our honored
guest, with whom we meet tonight, and our lives are
ncher by the wider aircle of acquamtance into which
we have entered by his ad.”
lmlrr:,"]\ddmnn to the M:x)m-js address and the witty
uctions and punctuations of the toastmaster,

the px:mxcd menu (which was embellished by Mr.
Green's p,homgmph) called for speeches “For Past
Directors” by Judge Willam T. Forbes ; * For Pres-
{611
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0 our Worcester for a day, his entertainment

l“x:!d, ?3{:;21 the hands of the President of the Library
placed in s 01 )

Roed and myself, the Librasian, Amang other things done
for him, & reception was prepased at the Hbrary in the
yooms then occupied by the Worcester District }\'Iedxcai
Sciety. The guests had assemb!;d, and while waiting for
Mr, Wills, were conversing easily, Our dear friend, the
late Senator Hoar, rsing us eyes saw nearby 1 glass case
which held the bones of a human skull, Turning to the late
Judge Aldrich, he said: “ Do you know that these bones,
when put together, make the skull of an earlier librarian
who was warn out by his efforts to get from the City Gov-
ernment money enough to carry on the wotk of the library
propesiy?”

Therets another side to the matter, however. I once had
the pleasure of listemng to our distinguished townswoman,
Mrs, Damiel Mernam, as she gave a lecture on partrait
pantng She sat in a handsome charr, clad in 4 gown made
perhaps by Worth of Parls, at any rate worthy to have been
made by that famous artist. With g liedde table before her
supporting het manusenpr, she daintily romed the feaves,
and, hersalf a beautiful picture, described portrait painting
tous She smdin her essay that, when seated at the tableon
Tharksgning Day, i the midst of  happy company, she
had sometimes wished that samebody would write a paper
frory the standpomnt of the turkey. Making an applicaton
of her remasks she sad that she would Lk to have a paper
written from the pow of view of the sitter o stander, the
WIUM 10 portrant panting

Gentlemen, 1 cannor look at you without feelings of
contrtion The pressure brought to bear on yau to giveus
freney to supply the reasanable wants of the Iibrary was
tremendous, As we fired at you a long series of unanswer-
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ent Directors” by Professor Zelotes W. Coombs and
some remarks by the librarian, closing with Mr.

Green's response.
After making due acknowledgments of the great
honor paid to him, Mr. Green went on to say:

I have always wished to be counted among the men of
toil. My enjoyment has been found mainly in work. . .
in regard to my age 1 may say that my vigor is such
that I should today be the unhappiest man in Worces-
ter, if not allowed to do every day a hard day’s work.

I do not care to rest, but desire time and a sense of free-
dom that will enable me pleasantly to continue my studies
and, if it seems advisable, to write out some of the results
of investigation, thought and expertence.

When Charles H. Morgan, who, I am sorry to hear, is
kept away from this meeting by infirmity, came upon the
Board of Directors of the Free Public Library, I remember
that I conceived for him at once a great admiration. Here
was a man who was doing effective work to lay here the
foundations of that material prosperity which must exist
before educational mstrtutions can be built, including 2
good public ibrary.

1 have always had a great admiration for men who can
do something; who can do the work that I am engaged in
better than I can, and can do other kinds of work that 1
cannot possibly do. I have always had a low opmion of my
abilities ; it may surprise some of you to learn this, I do not
know how I could have accomplished what I have done,
had it not been that I have contempt for men who are
shams, and at the same time conceitedly ignorant or un-

worthily vain. . . .
When Henry Willis, a former Mayor of Worcester, Eng-
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a representative of the institution to \.vhc}se advance-
ment he had devoted practically all his fife, occurred
efore the end of that same year, 1909, & year mem~
arable as the date of his retirerent, and also as the
fftieth anniversary of the founding of the fibrary, on
December 23, To have made o Christmas present to
the peaple of Worcester was an act of generous and
substontiad beneficence on the part of D Green, but
if he had offered his gift a month earlier or later, the
fifticth anniversary would have doubtless attracted
more popular artenuon. Beng held, as a true anni-
sersary, on the mipht before Christmas Eve, with
everybody busy with Yuletide activities, the jubilee
brought out only a small andience of less than one
hundred persons.

In addition to the speakers of March 11 {the
mayar, the president of the board, Mr. Green and the
hbranany the heads of the four Worcester colleges
spoke of <ent greetings : Rev. Thomas E. Murphy for
Holy Cross College ; Dr. Franais R. Lane for the Nor-
malSchoot, Dr, Edmund A. Engfer far the local Poly-
techaie; and Dr. G. Stantey Hall for Clark Uni-
Al Cl’ﬁ“) .

A paragraph from Mayor Logan is well worth quat.
g “In the Latn tongue the word for *book” and
the ward for *free’ 15 the same, namely, iber. That
mag be wmply an erymological coincidence, but it
may be tahen, nevertheless, to indicate a profound
truth. Through the free 'hbr:\ry, baoks will free men's
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able arguments which you knew you must make a show of
controverting, your health must have suffered in conse-
quence.

Some of your members have died. I must believe, how-
ever, in the doctrine of the survival of the fittest. My expla-
nation is that mayors who have died did not yield quickly
enough. The strain became so great as to impair their con-
stitution, and plant in them the seeds of disease which led
to their early death.

General Sprague had had the wisdom to matry one of
my assistants. She had made him acquainted with the needs
of the library, He yiclded to our appeals summasily, You
see what happened. He is now as vigorous as a young man,
at the age of exghty-two. For the life of me I cannot under-
stand why he is not here with the other boys tonight. . ..

One of the highest compliments paid to Mr. Green on
this momentous occasion was an impromptu address
by Justice Arthur P. Rugg, who said, with a true
touch of prophecy : “The people of Worcester don’t
appreciate the distinetion that Librarian Green has
given us. The hustory of libraries will never be written
without the name of Samuel S. Green written large.”

As a substantial token of their esteem, his fellow
citizens assembled around the tables, presented to the
guest of honor two volumes of Pennell’s Life of /7 hist-
Jer, sumptuously bound for the accaston, together
with a bouquet of forty-twa roses, symbotic of his life-
long service to the city : thirty-eight as librarian and
four as & member of the Board of Directors.

Mr. Green's last opportunity to appear 1n public as
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a representative of the institution to \fhc?se advance-
ment he had devoted pr:m‘\u\ly all his life, occurred
before the end of that same year, 1909, & year mem-~
orable as the date of hus reurement, and also as the
ffuech anmversary of the founding of the hibrary, on
December 23. To have made a Christmas present to
the people of Worcester was an act of generous and
substantial beneficence on the part of Dr. Green, but
f he had offered s gt a month earlier or later, the
fiftieth annnersary would have doubtless attracted
mote popular atrention. Being held, as a true anni.
venary, on the might before Chnistmas Eve, with
averybady busy with Yulende activites, the jubilee
brought out onfy a small audience of less than one
kundred persons
In akdnion 1o the speakers of March 11 (the
mavor, the presdent of the board, Mr, Green and the
S:X»r;n:mz the heads of the four Worcester colleges
spohe or sent greetings . Rev. Thomas E. .
Holy Cros Callege , Dr Franas R, Lane fox;‘ t?:: %\'tfam
“\.\:\\1\(1:‘.‘)}' bdmund A Engler for the local Pof .
techmc, and D, G § a
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able arguments which you knew you must make a show of
controverting, your health must have suffered in conse-

quence.

Some of your members have died. I must believe, how-
ever, in the doctrine of the survival of the fittest. My expla-
nation is that mayors who have died did not yield quickly
enough. The strain became so great as to impair their con-
stitution, and plant in them the seeds of disease which led

to their early death.

General Sprague had had the wisdom to marry one of
my assistants, She had made him acquainted with the needs
of the library. He yielded to our appeals summarily. You
see what happened. He is now as vigorous as a young man,
at the age of eighty-two. For the life of me I cannot under-
stand why he is not here with the other boys tonight. ...

One of the highest compliments paid to Mr. Green on
this momentous occasion was an impromptu address
by Justice Arthur P. Rugg, who said, with a true
touch of prophecy : “The people of Worcester don’t
appreciate the distinction that Librarian Green has
given us. The history of libraries will never be written
without the hame of Samuel S. Green written large.”

As a substantial token of their esteem, his fellow
citizens assembled around the tables, presented to the
guest of honor two volumes of Pennell’s Life of IVhist-
ler, sumptuously bound for the occasion, together
with a bouquet of forty-two roses, symbolic of his life-
long service to the city : thirty-eight as librarian and
four as a member of the Board of Directors.

Mr. Green’s Iast opportunity to appear in public as
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anunusual manner, An old friend and companion, Dr
Charles L. Nichols, a ripe scholar and generous citi-
260, has given the following personal recollections:

My personal memones of Mr. Green are so rich that iE isa
pleasure to add my word of commendation to what is al-
ready written, . .

We were members of several societies — social and lit-
erary — where we frequently met, two of which in partic-
wlar can be mentioned.

As 2 member of the St. Wulstan Society, Mr. Green
showed 2 mind nipe for the discussion of every topic
brought forward and hus particutar concern — The Roman
femains in England — was a source of constant interest at
our gathenngs because he kept 1n touch with the most re-
cent progress by frequent visits to that country.

_Asa member of the Counail of the Amenican Antiqua-
rian Saciety, he wasalways present at s meetings, and was
feady to give sound adwvice on 1ts problems and to bear his
share of its burdens,

My earbiest recollection of Mr. Green was m his ca-
pcityof Libranan of our Public Library In those yearsmy
\nterest 3 the progress of physical science brought me
many problems and to all my questions he gave me satis.
factory answers.

‘klf our library did not passess the most recent books on
v ?::h subjects he twred to the Boston Pubhc Library,

purchased the books, 1f nat already on its shelves,

:;1 seat them to Worcester, for our use, in accordance with
the penerous policy

s of that great msntution.
}A‘r ITEED Was a tare man — an wdealist on the one
2}, and on the ather unus:

ually practical in hus efforts to

bmz 2 hnow ledge of books and therr contents to the minds

te %
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Library, made these privileges not only welcome but
almost indispensable.

The two literary efforts mentioned previously oc-
cupied most of Mr. Green’s working hours, in retire-
ment. On their completion in 1913, he had finished his
seventy-sixth year, after which his health failed grad-
ually ull he finally succumbed at the Maple Hall San-
itarium, on Sunday evenmng, December 8, 1518, when
well advanced in lus eighty-second year. Although
very feeble toward the end, he insisted, with charac-
teristic pertinacity, on maintasing his wonted sched-
ule of spending his mornmngs at the hbrary, to the ut-
most limut, and did so (latterly by the use of a taxicab)
tifl November 27, which was practically also the date
of his entering the sanitarum,

Funeral services were not held i Worcester, but
were conducted privately by an old friend, the Rev.
Charles Fletcher Dole, of Jamaica Plam, at the Forest
Hills Crematory Chapel. The quiet digmty of this ser-
vice, attended only by a few whom Mr. Green had
known best, formed a fitting close to a hfe spent mod-
estly with the single aum of bringing satisfaction and
happiness mto the hives of Ins fellow men. His Jasting
monument will be the Worcester Public Library, to
which his uncle has mdeed given the name and the
endowment, while 1t was the nephew who vitalized it
with the breath of hfe.

To characterize Mr. Green socially is not easy, as he
combined elements of reserve and of camaraderie in
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20 unusuad manper. An old friend and companion, Dr
Charles L. Nichols, & ripe scholar and generous Citi-
2en, has given the following persanal recollections:

My personat memories of Mr.Green are 50 rich thatitisa
Pleasure 1o add my word of commendation to what is al-
seady written. .

We were members of several sacieties — social and l_\t~
trary — where we frequently met, rwo of which in partic-
dlar can be mentioned.

As a member of the St. Wulstan Society, Mr. Green
shoaed a3 mind ripe for the discussion of every topic
brought forward and his particular concern —~ The Roman
remarns in Enpland — was a source of constant interest at
our gathenngs because he kept 1n touch with the most re-
cent progress by frequent visits to that country.

. A3 2 member of the Counctl of the American Antiqua-
fian Society, hewas always present at s meetings, and was
feady to give sound advice on its problems and to bear his
share of uts burdens

My earliest recoliection of Mr, Green was in his ca-
pacity of Librarian of our Publie Library n those yearsmy
erest an the progress of physical science brought me
fany problems and to all my questions he gave me satis.

sctory answers.

\"«:r biheary did not possess the most Tecent books on
: o subjecss e turned o the Boston Public Library,

kich purchased the books, 1f ot already on its shelves,

ERRETEN Y 1
‘\.I text them to Worceseer, for aur use, 1n accordante with
.\ttr\:mux poliey of that

b £reat instirution,
}.*J. JTTCR W5 4 fare man — an idealist on the one
2*J, 224 on the other unusuall

¥ practical i bus efforts to

"3 2 knowfeddze of books and their contents to the minds
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Iibrary, made these privileges not only welcome but
almost indispensable.

The two literary efforts mentioned previously oc-
cupied most of Mr. Green'’s working hours, in retire-
ment. On their completion in 1913, he had finished his
seventy-sixth year, after which his health failed grad-
ually till he finally succumbed at the Maple Hall San-
itarium, on Sunday evening, December 8, 1918, when
well advanced in his eighty-second year. Although
very feeble toward the end, he insisted, with charac-
teristic pertinacity, on maintaining his wonted sched-
ule of spending his mornings at the library, to the ut-
most limit, and did so (latterly by the use of a taxicab)
till November 27, which was practically also the date
of his entering the sanitarium.

Funeral services were not held in Worcester, but
were conducted privately by an old friend, the Rev.
Charles Fletcher Dole, of Jamaica Plain, at the Forest
Hills Crematory Chapel. The quiet dignity of this ser-
vice, attended only by a few whom Mr. Green had
known best, formed a fitting close to a life spent mod-
estly with the single amm of bringing satisfaction and
happiness into the lives of his fellow men. His lasting
monument will be the Waorcester Public Library, to
which his uncle has indeed given the name and the
endowment, while it was the nephew who vitalized it
with the breath of life.

To characterize Mr. Green socially is not easy, as f'\C
combined elements of reserve and of camaraderie in
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anynusual manner, An old friend and companion, Dr
Chatles L. Nichols, a ripe scholar and generous Qtt-
zen, has given the following personal recallections :

My personal memories of Mr. Green are 5o rich that itisa
pleasure to 2dd my word of commendation to what is al-
ready written.

We were members of several socteties — social and lit-
erary—where we frequently met, two of which in partic-
ufar can be mentioned.

Asa member of the St. Wulstan Society, Mr. Green
dhosed 2 mind npe for the discussion of every rtopic
bronght forward and fus parocutar concern — The Roman
semains in England ~~ was 2 source of constant interest at
our gatherings because he kept in touch with the most re~
cent progress by frequent visits to that country.

_ sz member of the Councd of the American Antiqua-
tian Setiety, bewas always present atits meetings, snd was
ready to gave sound advice on 1ts problems and to bear his
share of 15 burdens.

My earhest recallection of Mr. Green was wn his ca-
pacityof Libranan of our Public Library In those yearsmy
mterest in the progress of physical science brought me
many problems and to all my questions he gave me satis-
factery answers.
th“ ous hbrary did not possess the most recent books on

h“} subjeats be turmed 1 the Boston Public Library,
which purchased the books, of not already on 1ts shelves
a;)\d sent them 1o Worcester, for our use, m accordance \vxt}:
! ;ﬁ‘“&m“s poficy of that great instiration.

- Teen was 4 rare man — an ydeahst on the one

2;’:}: 3{: an the other unusually practical in his efforts to
g @ knowledze of books and ther contents to the minds
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library, made these privileges not only welcome but
almost indispensable.

The two literary efforts mentioned previously oc-
cupied most of Mr. Green’s working hours, in retire-
ment. On their completion in 1913, he had finished his
seventy-sixth year, after which his health failed grad-
ually il he finally succumbed at the Maple Hall San-
itarium, on Sunday evening, December §, 1918, when
well advanced in his eighty-second year. Although
very feeble toward the end, he msisted, with charac-
teristic pertinacity, on mamtaining his wonted sched-
ule of spending his momings at the bibrary, to theut-
most fimit, and did so (latterly by the use of 2 taxicab)
tll November 27, which was practically also the date
of his enterng the sanitartum.

Funera} services were not held in Wercester, but
were conducted privately by an old friend, the Rev.
Chartes Fletcher Dole, of Jamaica Plam, at the Forest
Hills Crematory Chapel. The quiet dignity of this ser-
vice, artended only by a few whom Mr. Green had
known best, formed a fitting close to a life spent mod-
estly with the single am of bringing satisfaction and
happiness into the lives of lus fellow men. His lasting
monument will be the Worcester Public Labrary, to
which his uncle has indeed given the name and the
endowment, while 1t was the nephew who vitalized it
with the breath of Iife.

"To characterize Mr. Green socrally 1s not easy, as he
combined elements of reserve and of camaradene
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than consciaus and graceful. “Rugged " smight be its
best descriptive adjective. With him writing was
merely 2 means to secure given end, andtis dou'u.t-
£ 3 b eves gave rouch thought to the hnguage‘m
which he clathed his ideas. Fis longer essays (for in-
stance bis skerch of Worcester libraries in the /Parces-
ter Comnty History, 1886) are models of painstaking
research and accurate expression.

Extending along the top of the fifteen-foot book-
tase in the secloded chamber at the Worcester 1i-
Yrary, 5 called " Mo Greew's voom, ina rowef some
seventy cheerful red moroccos, compristog the publi-
cations of the Britith drchaeolgical Journal from its
beginnings, in 1844, and formung a pleasant hnk In
memory's chain that unites Mr., Green with his -
brary. Fornext to his enthusiasm for the library book,
in the hands of the night reader, came his passion for
chespade of she archeclomst, and never did he enjoy
A vacatian more than when pacing off a stretch of Ha-
dnian’s Wall n Northumberland, or following the lines
of the Roman basifica at Unconum. This systemarc
study of Roman remams m Butam, pursaed with
ct}arnctcnstxc thoroughness during many years, fus-
vished Mr. Green with a steady but spirited hobby-
horse ta nde, w whose company he passed many
happy fiours, ang thyough whose companionship he
has always ready to speak ex fempore with knowledge
::zg :mhusx:\sm on an unhackneyed and entertaiming

1N
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Judged by the standards of today Mr. Green was very
conservative, yet he was far in advance of the average Ii-
brarian of his earlydays. It was hard for him to understand
the new library spirit that John Cotton Dana brought to
Springfield in 1898, and he had serious misgivings as to its
wisdom. He was very impatient of criticism, yet he took it
and profited by it.

1 think Mr, Green is entitled to a place among the early
American librarians — men like Poole, Fletcher, Billings
and others — who prepared the way for the wonderful
Iater development of the Public Library system. Person-
ally I feel I owe much to him for his help and counsel in
those early years.

As a hbrary pioneer his two great contributions are
work with schools and Sunday opening.

Mr. Green's dominant trait was perseverance.
Whether it was a baffling reference question to solve
in his beloved Green Library ; a bafling penny to be
pursued up and down the columns of his account-
back, or a baffing city council, plunged in material-
ism and heedless of the library’s call for funds, —if
there was any human way out, this unflinching libra-
rian would not stay baffled long. In hus preparation
for a paper on the history of thelocal Umtarian parish,
he had his secretary read aloud to him every scrap of
manuscript record relating to the church, at an ex-
pense of hundreds of dreary hours.

As a writer Mr. Green employed a style of diction
more properly called direct, forceful and unadorned,
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than conscipus and graceful. “Rugged” mig}}t beits
best desceiptive adjective, With him. writing was
metely & means to secure a given end, and it is doub.t—
ul if he ever gave much thought to the Janguage in
which he clothed his ideas. Fis longer essays {for in-
stance Yis sketch of Worcester libraries in the I¥orces-
sy Connty History, 13%0) are models of painstaking
tesearch and accurate expression.

Extending along the top of the fifreen-foot book~
case in the sechuded chamber at the Worcester Li-
brary, sull ealled *“Mr.Green’s room,” isa rowof some
seventy cheerfol red moroctos, comprising the publi-
catons of the British drehaeolngical Journal from its
beginnings, m 1844, and forming a pleasant link m
memory’s cham that unites Mr, Green with his -
%!r:try. Fornext to his enthusiasm for the brary book,
in the hands of the nght reader, vame bis passion for
the spade of the archeologist, and never did he enjoy
A vacation more than when pacing off a stretch of Ha-
drian’s Wall in Nosthumberland, or following the lines
of the Roman basliea at Uriconmm. This systematic
stady of Roman remams m Britam, pursued with

ha

tharactenstic thoroughness dunng, many years, far-
wshed Mr. Green with a steady but spirited hobby-
horse ¢ ride, 1 whose company he passed_many
tappy howrs, and through whose companionship he
was alwags ready to speak ex fempore with knowledge
;:nglhumsm on an unhackneyed and entertaining
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As a reader, Mr. Green could not be called omniv-
orous in the ordinary sense of one who consumes a
vast amount of miscellaneous reading, and who is
passionately devoted to its practice. Doubtless he
would have been pleased to be incuded, with Dr.
Billings, in that coterie, but his eyesight forbade. For
many years, during the height of his activity, he was
so handicapped by poor eyes, that he had to spend
hours and even days at a time in a darkened room,
and employed a secretary to read to hum for two hours
every morning before going to the library, while dur-
ing hibrary hours his assistants spent much time in
reading aloud extracts and book-reviews. For one
suffering from such 2 misfortune, even an approach to
the vast amount of skimming and galloping through
four hundred pages in an hour and a quarter, in the
attempt to pluck the heart out of a book, as most li-
brarians have to do, must have been quite unthink-
able for him. How he ever accomplished what he did
in familiarizing himself with the contents of books,
seems almost miraculous. Take for example, the oc-
casion, referred to in this essay, of inviting the public
school teachers to the library for the book-talk on the
literature of geography. Mr. Green sud he would
select “say one hundred” specimens for exhibition.
Although he could not, in reason, have tried to evalu-
ate any such number at one session, yet if he took only
2 half ot a quarter, or even a tenth of that number, he
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would Jay out for himself a task requiring a deal of
rapid reading. .

‘As an offset to his handicap of poor eyes, his mem-
ory was remarkably tenacious, Whatever he read or
had read to him, was his for good, and the same might
be said of any other facts definitely assimilated. ¥or
yearshe conld telt you not anly the book, but also the
exact place on 4 page where he had met some nterest-
Ing statement. In keaping his personal accounts, in
which he was mevicalously methodical, he would set
down the amounts of expenditore in proper order,
without indicating the wtems corresponding, but for
vieeks or manths would keep ther all mentally shelf.
fisted, and could thus fit item to amount, if needed.
In his attitude toward the general public and readi-
ness to give up s tme to any questioner in the
Green Labrary, he was most generous and democratic.
In the main, he was at anybody's beck and call,
almast without fimitation of time. Toward elderly
People he was always especially patient and consider-
2%, treating them, whether friends or strangers, with

® utmost respect and attention, Now and then this
excellent practice of putting himself at everybody's
service wauld canse some confusion, as when an old
erony wauld come in for 2 bittle chat and syt down by
the bibrasan’s desk, which he kept 1n an open and un-

guarded corner of the Green Library; presently a
loud guffaw might flost out over the roller-top desk,
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magie rock. of fih in the P&x\!\sﬂvania \‘fildee5§ :}f
", that we, fibrarians and public of d:ns twentie!
century, may drink copious and.refrcshmg draughts.

With 2 power of delineation given to but few, Lyt—
ton Strachey, in his Eminent Victorions draws an in-
delible picture of Cardmal Manning, toward theend
of His fe. “When she guests were gone . . . he would
bring our s diaries and hns memoranda ; he would ar-
tange bis notes; fie would turs aver again the yeflow
leaves of faded correspondences seizing his pen he
would pour out hus comments and reflections, and fill,
with an extrasrdinary solicitude, page after page with
elucrdations, explanatons, justfications of the van-
sshed incrdents of a remate past.”

Thus, 1n 3 way, but still quite differently, would
Mr. Green, toward the end of his career, prepare his
mind for reflectian ax the close of day, Draving down
and carefully focking the roller-top of us cherry desk,
he'would perch on the edge of s ample red leather-
seated chair {s0 generous m width that like Dr.
Holmes in Phllips Brooks’s place, he was 1n some
danger of “rattling round ™) and support hus short legs
an the well-wors hassock beneath., Then with his el
baws on the chair-arms and hands lymg on his lap,
permicting now and then an asthmatic snuffte to es
cape, he would slip off his seal-ring, and twirl it gently
be‘Ncer\ his f}ngers. Thus would he sit for long
mivates 3t 3 time, planning out the next day's work
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requiring no amplifier to reach the astonished ears of
high school pupils beyond.

In his Memories of Travel the late Lord Bryce tells a
remarkable story of a retired major in the Austrian
army who eked out a scanty pension by guiding small
parties among the peaks of the Hungarian Alps.
Starting out one morning with a troup of fat Vien-
nese hotel-keepers, the old Major found much trouble
in maintaining a proper mileage, and presently was in-
formed of the imminence of a general strike unless
water were forthcoming at once. “Have patience, my
friends,” the guide besought, “there is a refreshing
spring round the next turn of the road.” Loud there-
fore were the murmurs when the spring was found to
be dry. “Do not yet despair,” exclaimed the Major,
casting a hasty but penetrating glance toward the
heights beyond, “Moses-like, 1 will strike this rock,
and promise you water within ten minutes.” Grum-
bling and incredulous they sat down and were as-
tounded to find, within five minutes, a tiny rivulet
trickling down the dry bed, and before the expiration
of the prescribed period, all had been able to slake
their thirst. The Major’s keen eye had noticed that
the sun’s rays, having just rounded the mountain’s
edge, were resting squarely on a great patch of snow,
fallen during the night, so he staked his reputation on
its melting in time. Thus did Green, Winsor, Dewey,
Cutter and the other library Forty-niners strike that
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magit sock of fith in the Pennsylvania wilderness Olf
6, that we, librarians and public of this twentiet
century, may drink copious and;efrashmg draughts.

With 2 power of delineation given to but few, Lyt-
ton Strachey, in bis Eminent ¥icorians draws an in-
delible preture of Cardinal Manning, toward the end
of his ife. “'When the guests were gone . . . he would
bring out his diaries and his memoranda ; he would ar-
sange his notes ; he would turn over again t!xe yellow
leaves of faded correspondences; seizing his pen he
would pour out his comments and reflections, and t:ﬂl,
with an extraordinary solicieade, page after page with

ucidations, explanations, justifications of the van-
ished incidents of a remote past.”

Thus, 1n 2 way, but still quite differently, would
Mr. Green, toward the end of his career, prepare his
mind for reflection at the close of day. Drawing down
and carefully locking the roller-top of his cherry desk,
be would perch on the edge of his ample red leather-
wated chawr {so generces in width that bke Dr.
Holmes n Phullips Brooks's place, he was m some
danger of " rateling round ") and support bis short legs
on the well-worn hasock beneath. Then with his el
bows on the chaw-arms and hands lying on tus lap,
permitting now and then an asthmane snuflle to es-
€ape, hie would shp off fus seak-ring, and ewirl it genaly
between his fiogess. Thus would he sit for long
minutes at 1 tme, planning out the next day’s work






Abieof rcuospect,\\ow:ver, is goad for us all, as We
tread the peaten ?ad\', even nowW we have 20 honor-
able pasty and con ook pack with feelings © of glowing
pride, 1© the careers of those Pav thfinders © of 76 Who
have made 08T \\or\r.] yous d comfort table today

Troly are ¥ “we Dlest Wit 2 happy b ritages BRSO off to
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APPENDIX
1. Portraits

Tio o paintings of Mr. Green adarn the wallsof the ibrary. The
first, a gﬁmcngﬂ\ tikeness, painted by Walter Gilman Page, in
Mg, was presented to the Board of Directors, in recogmition
of Mr. Green's services to the community, by 2 committee of
tieenty-three Jeading citzens, headed by Stephen Salisbury, Jr.’,)
with Andrew Haskell Green, “Father of Greater New York,
sigring fast The other, a bust pottrait, was executed in 1gog of
1506 and s the work of an English arust, R. I Paley. Trgives the
subject a rather melancholy cast of feature, The photograph used
opposite page 19 s taken from Mr Green's Harvard class-book
of 1858, formerly owned by hus classmate, Joseph A. Shaw.

Decidedly more pleastng as 2 work of art than either of the first
twoxsalarge portrat of D, John Green, founder of the Reference
Libvary, by W. 1. Furness, brother of the great Shakesperean
scholar. A hfe-size plaster cast of the old doctor, by B H. Kanney,
2 foeal scutptor, shows Iam seated m a char, wath his beloved
books about ham,

Quasntest of al} 1s the hthograph engraving of old Dr Joha

reen, in fus gig or “ one hoss shay™ of 1832, teproduced oppo-
Site vlg! j]

11 4.L A Conferences

Asaproneerin supparting organized hbrartanship, Mr Green at-
tended alf the national conferences that were held from 1876 to
89y nclusive, that is, fourteen, and eleven therealter, a total of
wentvfive, the Jast being app

ropriately at Pasadena, in 1911,
Tust twenty years after bus tesm as president.

1. Bibhography

N . () duthor, arranged chronologicafly
eport of the Commttee on the Library. 18+ -~
Published 1 the eleventh apnual report of’(;ep Ijgr:r:
183}
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The desirableness of establishing p | intercourse and rela.
tions between librarians and readers in popular hbraries. 1876,
5P

Published also in Library Jonrnal 5 : 74-81, 1876.

Special seport of the Free public library of the city of Worcestes,
prepared for use at the International exhibition of 1876. 1876,
4 p.

Consider:}tions concerning the desirability of having sensational
fiction in public libraries, and same practical suggestions in re.
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Report of the Committee on the distribution of public docu.
ments, Lebrary Journal 6 : 8690, 1881,

Aids and guides for readers. Ledrary Yournal 7: 13g~47, 1882,

Gleanings from the sources of the Second parish, Woscester,
Americanantiquariansociety Proceedings ns 2+ 301-20,1883.

Libraries and schools; papers. 1883 126 p.

Library awds; revised with references from Poole’s [ndex and a
chapter on “Books and articles on reading from Foster's Li
brartes and readers.” 1883 129 p.

Public libraries and schools ; results of recent efforts to make the
former useful o the latter, Mass Board of education. Annual
repart 1883 . 233~%4

Edward Jarvts, M.D. American antiquarian society Proceedings
n.s. 3:484-87, 188¢

Opening hbrancs on Sunday Swnday Rewaer, London, Jan. 18852
7573

Aaron Bancroft. Carestian Reguster, May 27, 1886, Clippings. 3 ps

Pliny Earle Chase; a memor, American antiquanan soficty.
Proceedings n.s. 41 316-21, 1887,
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